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For the Christian Journal. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
thirty eighth Convention of the Di- 
ocese of New-York, held in Trinity 
Church, in the city of New-York, on 
Tuesday, October 19th, and Wed- 
nesday, October 20th, A. D. 1824. 


(Concluded from p. 92.) 


From the report of the Rev. Leve- 
rett Bush, missionary at Oxford, Che- 
nango county, and parts adjacent. 

Since my last report, my services 
on Sundays have been exclusively con- 
fined to the church at Oxford; where 
I have regularly officiated twice every 
Sunday, and generally performed a 
third service in the vicinity, within six 
or eight miles of the village. I have 
likewise superintended, during the sum- 
mer season, a flourishing Sunday school 
of sixty or seventy scholars; and dur- 
ing the winter attended a class of young 
people once a week, who met for the 
purposes of devotion, and to recite les- 
sons from the Scriptures, and Nelson’s 
Festivals and Fasts. 

On different days of the week, I 
have visited several places, and preach- 
ed as follows: seven times at Coven- 
try, twice at Guilford, and once at 
Preston. 

At Oxford the Church is, under the 
divine blessing, gradually increasing in 
strength and stability. 

Communicants 45—Baptisms, 17 
infants— Deaths 6. 


From the report of the Rev. Palmer 
Dyer, deacon, missionary at Granville, 
Washington county, and parts adja- 
cent. 

Trinity church, Granville, Washing- 
ton county.—Baptisms (adults 3, in- 
fants 9) 12—Burials 7-— Sunday scho- 
lars about 45—Communicants (added 
10, died 1) 71. The missionary has 
frequently officiated in Wells and Paw- 
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let, and other towns in the state of 
Vermont; and likewise in Fort Ed- 
ward, Sandy Hill, and White Hall. 
To the members and friends of the 
Church at Granville, much praise is 
due for the zeal which they have ma- 
nifested, and the exertions which they 
have made to support the ministra- 
tions of the gospel, and adorn their 
house of public worship. 

Five dollars have been collected for 
the Missionary Fund—three dollars 
and fifty cents for the Episcopal—and 
three dollars and fifty cents for the 
Diocesan. 


From the report of the Rev. Samuel 
Fuller, missionary in Albany and 
Greene counties. 

The year past I have officiated forty- 
eight Sundays and a few other days. 
Twenty-two Sundays have been given 
to Rensselaerville, one of which was 
by exchange, when [ preached in Dur- 
ham; and twenty-five to Greenville, 
two of which were by exchange, when 
I preached at Windham, and Athens, 
and Catskill. Two Sundays passed 
after the last convention, before I re- 
turned to my missionary station; and 
two Sundays I had no congregation, 
by reason of the rains. 

At Rensselaerville the congregation 
is respectable and increasing. The 
worship is conducted with order and 
devotion. 

The Episcopalians at Greenville 
suffer much through want of a conve. 
nient place for worship. They gene- 
rally meet in one of the rooms in the 
academy; but the accommodations, 
both for speaker and hearers, are ex- 
tremely inconvenient. Once or twice, 
in the absence of the Presbyterian mi- 
nisier, I have been invited by that 
congregation into their meeting-house, 
where I preached to them and to the 
Episcopalians. . 
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At Rensselaerville I have performed 
eight baptisms (one adult and seven 
children) —two marriages — preached 
at two funerals—colleeted for the Mis- 
sionary Fund eight dollars and thirty- 
five cents, and have paid into the Dio- 
cesan Fund three dollars. 

At Greenville I have performed ele- 
ven baptisms (one adult and ten ehil- 
dren)—two marriages—preached at 
two funerals—and collected for the 
Missionary Fund three dollars and 
sixty-five cents. 


From the report of the Rev. Alger- 
non S. Hollister, missionary at Paris, 
Oneida. county, and. parts adjacent. 

Since my last report, divine service 
has been performed twenty-three Sun- 
days in Paris, sixteen in Verona, nine 
in Holland Patent, two in Oneida, and 
one in Perryville, Madison county. 
Besides which, I have preached on 
Sunday evenings and week days at 
Oneida, Trenton, and Rome, very fre- 
quently. and. severas times in different 
parts of the town of Paris. 

Fwice I have performed divine ser- 
vice in the village of New-Hartford, in 
exchange with the Rev. Amos €. 
Treadway, deacon, from the diocese 
ef Virginia. ‘Fhis. gentleman, by his 
pious: and zealous labours, has drawn 
together a small but highly respectable 
congregation, an account ef whose er- 
ganization, under the name efi St. Ste- 
phen’s, will be laid: before the conven- 
tion. Preparations are now making 
to erect a small: but elegant brick 
church, on ground which, together 
with $500, has lately been givea by 
Jedediah Sangar, Esq, 

It gives me unfeigned pleasure to 
state also, that the church in Holland 
Patent will be ready for consecration 
soon: 

The prespects of the church ia Paris: 
are improving. Five have lately been 
added to the communien, and the con- 

egation have purchased a parsonage 
ane and glebe of five acres. ‘The 
ehurch is numerously attended. 

Nunarber of baptisms in all (adults 2, 
infants 9) 11--Marriages 3—F uneral 
1. Collections for Missionary Fund, 
im Verona $1 50; in Trenton $6 63. 
In Paris a collection is yet to be made. 
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From the report of the Rev. Daniel 
Nash, missionary in Otsego county. 

Since my last report, I have preach- 
ed-all the Sundays throughout the year, 
excepting two. One fourth of the Sun- 
days at Burlington—ene fourth at St. 
John’s, Otsego—two at Laurens—one 
at Hartwick—a number of Sundays at 
Fly Creek ; and since the first of May, 
one half of the time at a small village 
in Otsego, called Le Roy, where, provi- 
dentially, we have collected a respect 
able congregation. I have attended 
one Sunday in Cooperstown, and two 
at Cherry Valley,-in exchange with the 
Rev. Mr.Tiffany. I have also preached. 
sixteen times upon funeral occasions 5 
the greater part of which was among 
people of other denominations. 

I commonly attend a Sunday school,. 
whicl: I find very useful ia learning 
the young, not only the principles of 
religion, but to make the responses in 
a suitable manner when in the public 
congregation. 


From the report of the Rev. George 
H{. Norton, missionary at Richmond, 
Ontario county, and parts adjacent. 

During the past year I have per- 
formed divine service at Sheldon, Ge- 
nesee county, one Sunday; at Genes- 
seo and Avon, Livingston county, three 
Sundays; and at Palmyra, Ontario 
county, one Sunday. The remaining 
time has been spent in the parish of 
St. Paul’s chureh, Richmond. I have 
officiated also on week days at Shel- 
don, Weathersfield, Warsaw, and seve- 
ral other places, where a favourable 
opportunity was afforded for the intro- 
duction of the services of eur Church, 

Baptisms (adults 2, infants. 7) 9— 
Marriages 7—F unerals 6. 

In a former repost, it was stated that 
theze'was some prospect of establishing 
a church at Palmyra. This object has 
been since effected, under the auspices 
of the Rev. Mr. Murray, from Ohio, 
who officiated in that place for several 
months. kt is now, however, on the 


list of vacant parishes, and consequent- 
ly, in the absence of a stated service, 
the growth of the Church has been 
somewhat impeded. The village of 
Palmyra is at present in a very flou- 
tishing state, and our friends there 




















~~ 


ot CF 


VS we bee CD GW be © 8 OY we” 


2 


OO w V8 


e & 





Qmeomerrreer 


_ 
4 


© 


March, 1825.] 


will, ere long, I hope, be able to give 
a competent support to a clergyman. 
At present the church is too feeble to 
effect much without assistance. 

In the parish at Richmond, there 
has been little or no change during 
the year past. The average number 
ef attendants upon public worship is 
about the same; but the communion 
list has been somewhat reduced by 
deaths and removals. We still hope 
and pray for an increase. 


From the reportofthe Rev. Amos Par- 
dee, missionary at Colesville, Broome 
county, and parts adjacent. 

On the first of May I resigned my 
charge of the church in Oswego, and 
accepted an invitation from St. Luke’s 
church, Colesville, Broome county. 

While I continued my charge of the 
church in:Oswego, labour was bestowed 
in Volrey, in the neighbourhood of 
Oswego; and J had the satisfaction of 
seeing happy effects resulting from it, 
equal to my expectations. Here a few 
Prayer Books, purchased for the pur- 
pose, were sold at reduced prices; and 
some few more, together with two or 
three Bibles, were gratuitously bestow 
ed, and all were received with muck 
gratitude, and with the prospect of use- 
fulness in the cause.of godliness. It 
would have delighted:those, of whose 
bounty I.was the instrument, te kave 
seen a man, whe iad once enjoyed the 
ministration of the word .and sacra- 
ments.in-our church, but through ad- 
verse events, had been deprived of all, 
and left even without a Bible, or the 
means of purchasing one, in a declin- 
ing state of health, as strength enabled 
him, reading one of their Bibles, and 
at a later period, hearing other persons 
read it to him, full of gratitude to the 
bestowers of the sacred pages, and of 
consolation on a dying bed, and at 
length taking his departure from ter- 
restrial life, strong in faith and abound- 
ing in hope; and his widow, on the 
Sunday aiter the burial of her husband, 
aroused by the grace of God, and the 
same sacred pages, from a forgetfulness 
of her Creator, devoting herself to God 
in the sacrament of baptism. Before I 
left Oswego and its neighbourhood, the 
baptisms were one adult and five in- 
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fants—funeral one—and the number of 
communicants about the same as in 
my last report. 

In the forepart of May I entered 
on my labours in Colesville. This 
church has been kept together for 
many years, by reading prayers and 
approved sermons by laymen. There 
is but one church, but two places where 
divine service is held, about fonr miles 
frem each other; in each of which ser- 
vice is performed with much solemnity, 
and I have generally found crowded 
and attentive audiences. 

Although there is a number of E_pis- 
copalians in this neiglibourhood, they 
are unable of themselves, at present, on 
account of their very moderate circum- 
stances, to support a clergyman; but 
their disposition to contribute accord- 
ing to their ability, has been expressed 
in their contribution to the support of 
your missionary. 

The prospects of the Church here 
are an increase both in numbers and 
ability. Soon after I began my labours 
in this place, a Sunday school was 
commenced, and has been attended 
with some success. Here I have at- 
tended one funeral, and baptized six 
children. The number of communi- 
cants is twenty-five. 

The collection for the Diocesan 
Fund is six dollars. On account of 
the short time I have resided at Coles- 
ville, and the great exertion for another 
purpose, the other collections have not 
been made. 


From the report of the Rev. Thomas 
K. Peck, late missionary at Onondaga, 
Onondaga county, and parts adjacent. 

Since the last convention, my la- 
beurs have been principally confined 
to Onondaga. During the past winter 
I held a third service on Sundays, once 
in two weeks, at the village of Geddes- 
burgh; but owing to ill health, I have 
been compelled to discontinue my vie 
sits to that place for the last six months. 

I have visited Otisco, in the count 
ef Onondaga, and Sullivan, in the 
county of Madison; preached one Sun- 
day in each of these places. At the 
latter place 1 baptized three children. 

I have relinquished the charge af 
the station at Onondaga. No essential 
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change has taken place in the state of 
this parish during the past year. 

{n consequence of the recent esta- 
blishment of two Episcopal congrega- 
tions in the neighbourhood, the society 
in Onondaga has not increased in num- 
bers; several families which formerly 
belonged to it, being now included in 
the new parishes. 

The whole number of communicants 
in Onondaga, including those in the ad- 
jacent towns, who usually attend the 
communion at Onondaga, is about forty. 

Baptisms the past year 21—Mar- 
riages 3—Funerals 8. 


From the report of the Rev. Marcus 
A. Perry, missionary at Unadilla, Or- 
sego county, and parts adjacent. 

In making out a report of missionary 
services for the past year, while [ have 
to regret that my labours fall short of 
what had been anticipated, I have the 
pleasing satisfaction to state, that in 
the several places where I have offi- 
ciated, there is a growing attachment 
to the principles of the Church. 

Since my last renort, | have offici- 
ated at Unadilla every other Sunday. 
The remaining Sundays have been de- 
voted to a congregation collected for 
worship in the lower part of Butter- 
nutts, to Guilford, and to Coventry. 

The church in Unadilla, I have the 
pleasure to state, is in a flourishing 
condition. A spirit of seriousness and 
piety has been awakened in the minds 
of the congregation, and the result has 
contributed to the growth and prospe- 
rity of the Church. ‘The young people 
and children have, from time to time, 
been publicly catechized, and address- 
ed on the importance of early piety. 

Nine have been added to the com- 
munion the year past. Baptisms (adults 
3, infants 8) 11—Death 1. 

Agreeably to the resolutions of. the 
last convention, the several collections 
have been made, and the following is 
the result :— 

. From the Female Missionary Asso- 
ciation, for the Missionary Fund, $ 12; 
for the Diocesan Fund $23 and for 
the Episcopal Fund $1. 

In addition to these collections, there 
has been raised in this congregation the 
aum of $ 18, towards a permanent fund 


for the Bible and Common Prayer Book 
Society of the Central Part of the State 
of New-York. ‘These various sums, 
though apparently small, are consider- 
able to be raised in this place, taking 
into consideration the smallness of the 
congregation, and their limited means 
for the support of their clergyman. But 
notwithstanding, such is the generous 
disposition of the good people here, 
that they wish to evince their attach- 
ment to the Church, and their respect 
for the canons and resolutions of her 
public councils, by throwing, though 
it should be but a mite, into the trea- 
sury of the Lord. 

In Coventry I have officiated two 
Sundays, and administered the com- 
munion to a very respectable number 
of communicants. And in addition, I 
have lectured twice on week days. 
Baptisms, children 3. In Guilford J 
have officiated one Sunday, and at- 
tended a marriage. In Franklin I have 
officiated once, and attended a funeral. 
In Paris I have officiated once, by the 
request of the clergyman of that place. 

On the whole, your missionary has 
the pleasing satisfaction to state, that 
the prospects of the Church were ne- 
ver more flattering in this section of 
the country than at present. The 
minds of the people are becoming 
more enlightened, their prejudices soft- 
ened, and a spirit of inquiry is excited 
among them. The harvest is becom- 
ing great, while the labourers are few. 
Indeed, the prospects before us prompt 
our more ardent and earnest petitions 
to “ the Lord of the harvest, that he 
would send forth labourers into his 
harvest.” 


From the report of the Rev. Joshua 
M. Rogers, missionary at Turin, Lewis 
county, and parts adjacent. 

I have, since the last convention, en- 
deavoured to add faithful members to 
the Church. There have been more 
adults added at Turin than in any for- 
mer year. In the sammer I visited St. 
Lawrence county, and preached at Nor- 
folk, where there is a fair prospect of 
organizing a congregation. I baptized 
15 persons in St. Lawrence county, 
and 16 at Turin; total 3t—Funeral 1 
-~-Communicants about 40. 
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From the report of the Rev. Charles 
Seabury, missionary at Setauket and 
Islip, Suffolk county. 

The state of my two churches is not 
much altered from what it was last 
year; although, with respect to Setau- 
ket, there are circumstances which in- 
dicate more attention and zeal, I think, 
towards the growth and welfare of the 
Charch, than has been displayed for 
many years. ‘The ladies of the parish 
have, by their liberality, refitted the 
interior of the church, in a style of 
neatness and elegance surpassed by 
few churches. A subscription is like- 
wise begun by the gentlemen, in order 
to new paint and repair the outside of 
the church, which, I trust, will be com- 
pleted next month. There has been 
also, the past summer, an increased at- 
tention to public worship, and a larger 
congregation than usual. 

The church at Islip is at present in 
a suffering condition. ‘Two or three of 
their most zealous and influential mem- 
bers, including the two wardens, have 
been lately removed by death. Through 
the summer, however, there has gene- 
rally attended a respectable congrega- 
tion. 

The notitia for the two churches 
stands thus:—Marriages 4—Baptism 
1—Funerals 3—Communicants 11— 
Added to the communion 2. 

Besides my Sunday services, 1 have 
occasionally officiated on week days at 
different places within the two parishes. 


From the report of the Rev. Lucius 
Smith, missionary at Batavia, Genesee 
county, and parts adjacent. 

Since my removal to Batavia, the 
congregation of St. James’s church has 
gradually increased, and the church, 
which, in years past, has been placed 
under circumstances of great depres- 
sion, now rests upon a substantial ba- 
sis. When the bishop last visited Ba- 
tavia, the walls of the present building 
were erected, and had remained in that 
situation for several years ; but in con- 
sequence of his exertions, a new spirit 
was awakened, and the vestry resolved 
that the church should be completed, 
and about $3000 more were expend- 
ed. They have been enabled, by the 
sale of pews and slips, to pay for their 
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church, procure a good bell, enclose 
the building with a suitable fence, and 
have a surplus fund left of more than 
$1200; and they are now waiting 
with great solicitude the return of our 
good bishop, that he may consecrate 
their church, and witness the altera- 
tion which, under the guiding hand. of 
the Head of the Church, has taken 
place in their circumstances since his 
last visit. The communion was admi- 
nistered, for the first time, in St. James’s 
church, on Christmas, to about fifteen 
communicants ; since which, there have 
been added sixteen. The moral condi- 
tion of this people has very materially 
improved, and there is evidently an 
increasing attachment to the dectrine, 
worship, and primitive order of the 
Church. I have devoted considerable 
attention to the people at Stafford, a 
town six miles east of Batavia, where 
I have organized a church by the name 
of St. Philip’s church, Stafford. I have 
for several months officiated there once 
in two weeks on Sundays, besides oc- 
casional week services. I think there 
is a fair prospect that they will build a 
church at Stafford. There is no house 
of public worship in the town, and the 
friends of the Church are among the 
most wealthy and influential. lt have 
also officiated frequently at Elba, and 
occasionally at Bethany and Alexan- 
dria. Through the whole summer sea- 
son I have officiated uniformly three 
times on Sunday. I have also ex- 
changed with the Rev. Mr. Babcock, 
at Buffalo, and with the Rev. Mr. Sal- 
mon, once at Le Roy, and administer- 
ed the communivn. And I have also 
once officiated, in exchange with the 
same gentleman, at Geneseo. The col- 
lections for the Missionary Fund, and 
for the Bishop’s Fund, have been made. 

Communicants 3 1—Baptisms (adults 
6, infants 21) 27—Marriages 6—Fu- 
nerals 15. 


From the report of the Rev. James 
Thompson, missionary in Greene coun- 
ty. 
I have continued my missionary ser- 
vices the year past as usual. I have 
officiated at Windham twenty-three 
Sundays. ‘The congregatioh is rather 
reviving the year past, being in a great 
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measure liberated from the burden of 
the debt incurred in building their 
church. At South-Durkam, and the 
village of Oakhill, I have officiated 
twenty-two Sundays ; one Sunday at 
Greenville ; one Sunday at Rensselaer- 
ville; one Sunday at Stamford, Dela- 
ware county, and baptized eight chil- 
dren. St. Peter’s church, at Stamford, 
kas real property to the value of about 
$1800, which, if rightly managed, 
would be very productive. It now 
produces a rent of about $40 per 
year. That congregation, with the one 
at Delhi, might give a clergyman a 
common support. The congregations 
where I have officiated, remain nearly 
the same as last year. But few have 
been added to the communion. I have 
baptized one adult and ten children, at- 
tended two funerals, and have made the 
Missionary and Kpiscopal collections. 


From the report of the Rev. Frede- 
rick T. Tiffany, deacon, missionary at 
Cooperstown and Cherry-Valley, Ot- 
sego county, and parts adjacent. 

Since the last convention, I have 
continued to officiate-on Sundays, two- 
thirds of my time:at ‘Cooperstown, and 
the other third at Cherry-Valley. The 
prospects at both these places are still 
flattering; prejudices are gradually sub- 
siding; and the interests of the Church 
excite a more general attention than 
ever. The congregation at Coopers- 
town has been more numerous the past 
year than in any preceding year. 

Baptisms 10—Marriages 8—Fune- 
rals 6—Communicants (three added) 
73. At Cherry-Valley—Communi- 
cants (one added) 18. Collection for 
the Missionary Fund $6 34. 

The congregation at Cooperstown, 
though small, have, with their usual li- 
berality, contributed the sum of $54 50 
to the permanent fund of the Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society of the 
Central Part of the State of New-York. 
Collected at Cherry-VaHey for the 
same object, § 11—at Westford, $8. 

I have preached during the past 
year, at Springfield twice, Westford 
once, Burlington Flats twice, Le Roy 
twice, Hartwick Hill three times, Fly 
Creek six times, Richfield twice, Wor- 
cester ance, Utica once by exchange, 

* 


and at Cherry-Valley twice on week 
days. 


From the report of the Rev. Phineas 
L. Whipple, missionary at Fairfield, 
Herkimer county, and parts adjacent. 

Your missionary reports, that for 
the past year, he has continued in his 
stated appointments, to perform di- 
vine service on Sundays alternately at 
Fairfield and Little Falls. 

The third Sunday in Advent, and 
the sixteenth after Trinity, were de- 
voted to Norway; in addition te which, 
a third service has been performed 
there on five Sundays, and a number 
of lectures given on week days. Four 
times a third service has been held, 
and .a.sermon preached, at Herkimer, 
ence at Eatonsbush, twice at Middle- 
ville, once at Farmer’s settlement, and 
once at Salisbury; and with pleasure 


it may be said, that at all these several 


places, the services, and the truth of 
the gospel, have been received with 
profound attention. 

The parish at Fairfield is in a pros- 
perous state; and particularly in re- 
ference to the Medical College, and 
the Academy, here located, this must 
be considered a station highly impor- 
tant to the interest of the Church ge- 
nerally; for many young gentlemen 
annually assemble here, who, by at- 
tending our service free from local pre- 
judice, often become sensible of its so- 
lemnity and propriety; and learning 
that our doctrines are scriptura!, seed 
is sown, ‘which may spring up and 
grow in the remoter regionseof our 
country. 

At Little Falls the prospects of the 
Chureh are rather in futuro. The 
real property of the village being own- 
ed by a foreigner, and not being ex- 
posed to sale, the population is very 
unsettled. ‘The friends of the Church 
have long been anxiously waiting an 
answer te ar application for land on 
which to erect a church. Should this 
be obtained, we trust that our bope 
will be realized, of soon seeing a re- 
spectable edifice erected, and conse- 
crated to the service of our God. And 
the importance of this village, as des- 
tined, from its local situation, to be- 
come the principal place in the county, 
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renders it worthy of attention to al} the 
friends of apostolic and primitive order. 

The communion has been adminis- 
tered regularly at Fairfield, twice at 
the Fails, and once at Norway; and 
the solemnity of its service has not 
failed to make an impression upon the 
minds of many. 

Many adults are waiting an oppor- 
tunity to ratify their baptismal vows. 

Communicants, F airfield 39—Little 
Falls, including Herkimer, 12—Nor- 
way 7. Baptisms (adult 1, infants 14) 
15—Marriages 11—Funerals 5. Col- 
lections for the Missionary Fund 
$16 70; for the Episcopal Fund, 
Trinity church, Fairfied, $5 47; and 
Emmanuel church, Little Falls, $2 17; 
and for the Diocesan Fund $6. 


From the report of Mr. Solomon 
Davis, catechist and lay-reader for the 
Indians at Oneida Castle, Oneida 
connty. 

The Indians continue firm in their 
attachment to the Church, and many 
of them give the most satisfymg evi- 
dence that they have passed from death 
unto life. Since my last report, one of 
our number, an aged communicant, has 
died, as she lived, triumphant in the 
faith of the gospel. The power of di- 
vine grace was never more strikingly 
exemplified, than in the pious resigna- 
tion and joyful death of this faithful 
servant of the Lord, who once paid her 
devotion at the shrine of pagan super- 
stition, but was finally brought, through 
the instrumentality of missionary exer- 
tions, into the glorious liberty of the 
children of Gud. It is a eustom among 
the natives, on the death of any one, 
to have his jewels and ornaments given 
out to the particular friends and rela- 
tions of the deceased, before the corpse 
is conveyed to the grave. These are 
received as coming frem the dead, and 
are held by them in the greatest ve- 
neration. Hers she bequeathed to her 
friends before her death, remarking at 
the same time, that she considered 
them of little importance, as she was 
about to receive those that would shine 
with a brighter lustre in the kingdom 
of her heavenly Father. 1 feel the 
most abundant encouragement to con- 
tinue my labours. The services of the 
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Church have been regularly performed, 
(with the exception of two Sundays,) 
during the year. About fifty children 
have received catechetical instruction. 
The most of these can repeat the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Com- 
mandments. Forty-eight children and 
one adult have received the ordinance 
of baptism; twenty-three by the Rev. 
Mr. Anthon, of Utica; twenty-two by 
the Rev. Mr. Hollister, of Paris; and 
four by the Rev. A. C. Treadway, of 
New-Hartford. Funerals 21— Cemmu- 
nicants (died 1, added 1) 40. 

During my residence here, I have 
witnessed a gradual improvement in 
the moral condition of the tribe, and an 
increased attention to agricultural pur- 
suits. Many of the Oneidas inhabit 
convenient frame houses, and furnish 
their tables as the whites. Within the 
term of two years, fourteen neat frame 
barns have been erected by the Indi- 
ans, in different parts of the nation; 
and at this time, they are all crowded. 
to overflowing, with the different pra- 
ducts of the soil. Some of the tribe 
keep from twenty to thirty head of 
cattle, and manage their stock and 
theis farms in a manner which would 
do credit to any farmer. 

The school which is connected with 
this mission, commenced about the first 
of January last, and continued until the 
first of June; during which time, the 
average number of scholars was thirty- 
three. Owing to the utter inconveni- 
ence of the building which was fitted 
for its reception, I thought proper, with 
the advice of the chiefs, to discontinue 
it until a more convenient one would 
be provided. Moses Schuyler, an en- 
terprising chief, and a few warriors of 
his party, very liberally appropriated 
$100 to this purpose; two hundred 
dollars have since been appropriated 
by the War Department, which enabled 
us to commence the building in the 
month of August fast. It is now nearly 
completed, and the school will com- 
menee in a few days, on a more exten- 
sive plan than was at first contem- 
plated. A male and female instructor 
are employed; and in addition to all 
the common branches of learning, the 
boys are to be instructed in agriculture, 
and the girls in spinning, weavinc, 
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sewing, &c. When the school, accord- 
ing to the above plan, is fairly in opera- 
tion, it cannot fail to be attended with 
the most beneficial results. 


The trustees of the Episcopal Fund 
presented the following report, which 
was accepted :— 


Report of the Trustees of the Episco- 
pal Fund. 


The trustees of the fund for the sup- 
port of the Episcopate in the diocese 
ef New York, 

Respectfully report to the annual 
convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, that the fund now amounts to 
the sum of twenty-eight thousand four 
hundred and seventy-four dollars and 
sixty-five cents, in stock of the United 
States, and state of New-York ; bonds 
of sundry persons, secured by mort- 
gages on property in the city of New- 
York ; and a small amount on tempo- 
rary loans; an account of which is 
hereunto aunexed.—The certificates 
of stock, bonds, and mortgages, and 
other securities, the trustees are pre- 
pared to exhibit, viz.— 


Stock of the United States $1300 00 
Stock of the state of New- 
York - - - 4595 00 
Bonds of sundry persons, 
secured by mortgage - 19971 60 
Amount of temporary loan 
on interest . - 1370 00 
Interest to the 19th Octo- 
ber, 1824 - : - 1233 55 
In the hands of the trea- 
surer - - - 103 89 
$ 28574 04 


‘The increase of the fund since the last 
report is, from interest - $1780 55 
From collections received 
from churches, viz.— 


St. Mark’s, N. York $36 68 


Trinity, do. 62 22 
St. Paul’s, do. 56 25 
St. John’s, do. 29 83 
Grace, do. 76 24 


St.Ann’s, Brooklyn 32 00 
St. Peter’s, Albany 17 00 
Whrist,Greeneville 2 25 


Carried over - $312 47 $1780 55 


[No. 4. 


Brought.over - $312 47 $1780 55 
St. John’s, Johns- 


towns - - 600 
Christ, N. Hemp- 

stead - - 5 48 
St. Paul’s, Troy - 25 00 
Trinity, New-Ro- 

chelle - - 15 81 
St. George’s, Sche- 

nectady - - 9 87 
Christ, Duanes- 

burgh - - 500 
Trinity, Lansing- 

burgh - - 618 
Grace, Waterford 4 85 
Christ, Hampton- 2 00 


392 61 


Making the whole increase $2173 16 





Epvwarp R. Jongs, 
WituiAM JoHNson, 
Henry M‘Faruan. 


New-York, 19th October, 1824. 


The missionary and parochial re- 
ports furnish the following aggregate : 
— Baptisms (adults 140, children 860, 
not specified 435) 1435—Marriages 
511—Funerals 1072—Sunday scho- 
lars 1568—Communicants 5088. 


The following collections and con- 
tributions were also reported :— 

For the Episcopal Fund, $604 55 

For the Missionary Fund, 1408 26 

For thg Diocesan Fund, 551 36 


On motion, resolved, that the pre- 
sent Committee of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church for Propagating the Gos- 
pel in the State of New-York, do con- 
tinue in office. 


The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed the standing committee :—The Rey. 
William Harris, D. D., the Rev. Wil- 
liam Berrian, the Rev. Henry U. On- 
derdonk, M. D., the Rev William 
Creighton, Richard Harison, Esq., 
William Ogden, Esq., Nicholas Fish, 
Esq., Henry Rogers, Esq. 

The following gentlemen were elect- 
ed delegates to the General Conven- 
tion:—The Rev. David Butler, the 
Rev. Thomas Lyell, D. D., the Rev. 
Benjamin T. Onderdonk, the Rev. 
Orin Clark, Richard Harison, Esq., 


‘the Hon. Morris’ S. Miller, the Hon. 
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James Emott, the Hon. William A. 
Duer. : 

On motion, resolved unanimously, 
that the thanks of this convention be 
returned to the Rev. Dr. Harris, for 
the able and impartial manner inwwhich 
he has presided over its proceedings. 
Canon passed in the thirty-eighth Con- 

vention of the Diocese of New-York, 


A. D. 1824—repealing a part of 


the second Canon of 1803. 


So much of the second Canon of 1803 
as requires clergymen absent from any 
convention te give the reasons of their 
absence, is hereby repealed. 

Done in convention in the diocese 
of New-York, in Trinity church, 
in the city of New-York, October, 
1824. 


Wixiram Hanais, D.D. President. 


Attested, 
Benjamin I’. Onderdonk, Secretary. 


The number of clergy in the diocese 
of New York is 99; viz. the bishop, 80 
presbyters, and 18 deacons. 

The number of congregations is 139. 


' More than fifty of the clerical members 
of this convention addressed an affection- 
ate letter to Bishop Hobart, as mentioned 
in our vol. viii. p.351. We had expected 
to have obtained a copy of this interesting 
document for insertion.in this place—not 
as a part of the proceedings of the con- 
vention, for truly it was not considered in 
that light—but as an article that would 
form an appropriate appendage to this ab- 
stract, and be highly gratifying to our 
readers. We regret to say, that our ex- 
pectation has been disappointed. 


fp 


The Ninth Annual Report of the Managers 
of the Auxiliary New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society. 

Tus annual meeting of the “ Auxiliary 
New-York Bible and Cemmon Prayer 
Book Society,” was held in St. Paul’s Cha- 
pel, on Tuesday, January 25th, 1825, at 
seven o’clock P. M.; William E. Duns- 
comb, esq. president of the society, in the 
chair, and Charles Keeler, sceretary— 
when the following report of the board of 
managers was read by Mr. Floyd Smith— 





Report. 

In presenting this, the ninth annual re- 
port of the “ Auxiliary New-York Bible 
and Common Prayer Book Society,” the 
hoard of managers tender their congratu- 


Vor. IX. 
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lations to their patrons and constituents 
on the continued prosperity of its affairs. 

Being well convinced that the mere dis- 
tribution of volumes, however important 
in itself, can never be admitted as a suffi- 
cient test of the usefulness of this, or an 
similar institution, the board have anxi- 
ously sought those medes of distribution 
which would not only place them in the 
hands of the poor and destitute, but with 
the most certainty ensure their diligent 
perusal. For this purpose, when appro- 
priations of books have been made for a 
particular congregation, or district of 
country, their distribution has been con- 
fided to the settled clergyman, or missi- 
onary, or to some judicious layman, who 
was best acquainted with the circum. 
stances of the individuals whose wants it 
Was olf intention to supply; when to the 
seamemand mariners of our ships of war, 
or nav@a depots, to their chaplains ; when 
to thog® of the merchant service, to the 
mastePor supercargo; when for indigent 
individ@als generally, to our patrons and 
subscribers; and when to the wretched 
inmateg of our prisons and hospitals, to 
the venerable and pious chaplain® of these 
institutions. And here it would be an act 
of injustice not to acknowledge the disin- 
terestedness of this exemplary servant of 
the cross, who, although not an episcopa- 
lian, has most cheerfully consented to be- 
come the almoner of our bounty among 
the various individuals who, from time to 
time, are the objects of his pastoral care. 
Thus, in ail cases, we have steadily borne 
in mind the important distinction between 
the mere issuing of our volumes, and the 
religious and moral benefits to be derived 
from their faithful and diligent use. With 
this brief explanation of the views which 
have guided us in the discharge of a very 
essential part of our duty, we proceed to 
exhibit a detailed statement of our opera- 
tions during the past year. 

On Sunday evening, the first of February 
last, the annual address was delivered in 
Grace church, by the Rev. Cornelius Rt. 
Duffie, rector of St. Thomas’s church, and 
formerly senior vice-president of the so- 
ciety. It is due to our reverend friend 
and fellow-labourer in this good cause, to 
take this occasion to state, that he was 
among the projectors of this society, and 
has given it the aid of a uniform, enlight- 
ened, and efficient support, as one of its 
officers, until a short time previous to his 
ordination, when he resigned his station in 
our board, which, by a provision of our 
act of incorporation, is required to be 
composed of laymen only. A new oppor- 
tunity, however, was then afforded to him 
of manifesting his unabated interest in its 
affairs; and to us, of at once evincing our 
sense of former services, and indulging 












* The Rev. John Stanford. 
j A 





SEL E E 





ee 


























106 Report of the Managers of the Auxiliary New-York [No. 4; 


the strongest feelings of personal attach- 
ment, by his acceptance of our unanimous 
invitation to deliver the eighth annual ad- 
dress. 

The sudden and intense coldness of the 
night appointed for its delivery, occasi- 
oned a small attendance; and this, added 
to the circumstances, that a collection had 
been that day made in Grace church for 
its deservedly popular charity school, as 
also im the Wall-street church, on the 
same evening, for the benefit of the orphan 
asylum, very materially disappointed the 
wishes and expectations we had formed. 

Although prohibited by a standing re- 
gulation, from publishing the address at 
the expense of the society, yet so desirous 
were the members of the board to see a 
production of so much merit in circula- 
tion among the friends of our church, that 
they solicited and obtained the copy, and 
assumed, in their individual capacities, the 
expense of its publication. 

The board were not unmindfal of their 
duty to take proper measures to increase 
the resources of the society. Almost at 
the very moment, however, when our 
plans, thus formed, for augmenting the 
number of our annual and life subscribers 
were realy to be put in operation, the 
** House of Refuge,” an object which en- 
bisted the purest feelings which could in- 
fluence the Christian, the philanthropist, 
and the real patriot, presented its claims 
to public patronage. The board deeply 
regretted this unexpected collision, but 
they had progressed too far in their ar- 
rangements to recede, without the entire 
abandonment of all the pecuniary advant- 
ages which they had anticipated: and 
after due deliberation it was determined 
to proceed. The application, although not 
successful to the extent of our hopes, re- 
sulted in the addition of thirty-eight 
names to our annual subscription list. 

The measures hitherto pursued by the 
treasurer have imparted such a character 
of stability to our fiscal concerns, as to 
preclude the fear of future embarrass- 
ment, so long as the same system is faith- 
fully adhered to, and the society enjoys 
2 reasonable share of the bounty of its 
friends. 

The sum of $ 791 61, including the ba- 
lance of last year, and exclusive of the 
publication and sale, at prime cost, of 
1375 Prayer Books, have been received 
into the treasury, to the credit of the dis- 
posable fund; and $822 26 have been 
expended in incidental expenses and the 
publication of books; leaving a balance 
due the treasurer of $ 30 66. 

By this statement, our patrons will per- 
ceive that our distributions have not only 
kept pace with our present means, but an- 
ticipated their future benefactions. 

The “ permanent fund” has been aug- 
mented, during the past year, from % 652 


13, to $ 777 67, by life subscriptions and 
the accumulation of interest. Of this sum 
§ 700 is out at interest at 7 per cent. pay- 
able quarterly; the balance is in private 
and safe hands, at 6 per cent. The amount 
of life subscriptions and interest is in- 
vested. the day it is received, in such way 
as to entitle it to an interest of 6 per cent. 
per annum. 

The society’s means of gratuitous opera- 
tion for the ensuing year will be the whole 
amount of subscriptions for the year 1824, 
which are now due and collectable; and 
the amount which may be received when 
the ninth annual address is delivered. 

Fhe agent, in his annual report to the 
board, has given such a minute and satis- 
factory account of his department, that we 
submit a summary of it for the gratifica- 
tion of our patrons. 

Summary of the gratuitous distributions of 
the Auxiliary New-York Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society, from January 

28th, 1824, to January 14th, 1825. 





' 


TO WHOM DELIVERED. | Bib. 





To the Charity Sehool of Grace 
church, New-York 50 
To the Sanday Schools in connexion 
with the New-York Protestant! 
Episcopal Sunday School Society | 22 } 119 
To other Sunday Schools in the city 
and country 54 
Tothe Orphan Asylum, Alms House, 
Hospital, State Prison, &c. ke. 12 | 104 


‘To the Crews of several ships 16} 74 
To Missionaries in the northern and 
western parts of this State 321 


To Clergymen residing in the States 
of Vermont, Connecticut, New- 
York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
Territory of Michigan 10.| 284 

To the Clergy residing in this eity | 144] 88 

Tothe Rev. William A. Clark, for 
the use of “ All Saints’ church,” 
New-York 50 

To the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, an appropriation 
forwarded by direction of its Cor- 
responding Secretary, to Green 





Bay, Michigan Territory 100 
To a gentleman of New-York, for 
distribution in New-Orleans 30 


Delivered to members and subscri- 
bers by orders from the treasurer | 29 | 64 
To several Laymen residing in New- 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Ten- 
nessee, and Kentucky, for distri- 











bution 10 } 109 
‘Fo Emigrants going to Hayti 15} 81 
Yo Soldiers in Garrison at New- 

York 3 18 

131 '1541 


Being 2 total of 151 Bibles, and 1541 Prayer 
Books, gratuitously distributed ; and sales have 
been effected to the number of 1375 Prayer 
Books, to other societies, and to clergymen and 
laymen. Tota? of sales and distributions the 
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sent year, 131 Bibles, and 2916 Prayer 
ooks. Grand total of sales and distribut‘ons 
since the formation of the society, in 1816, is 
3750 Bibles, and 26,008 Prayer Books, or 
29,758 volumes. 


THOMAS N. STANFORD, Agent. 
New-York, Junuary 17, 1825. 


The disparity between the number of 
Bibles and Prayer Books is so striking, as 
not toescape the observation of any pre- 
sent, or of those wha may read this report. 
And in answer to the inquiries which may 
be made, why this great disparity exists, 
it will be sufficient to refer to the expla- 
nations contained in our last annual re- 
port, and to say at this time, that we have 
promptly met ax the applications made 
to us for the former volume, until our last 
edition was entirely expended. 

Our stereotype plates of both the Bible 
and Book of Common Prayer have been 
ordered to be read and corrected by the 
standard copy of the Bible and Prayer 
Book, recently adopted by the General 
Convention ef our church; the former of 
which was purchased by, and the latter 
presented to, the board. 

Near the close of this year, the board 
gave authority to a committee to prepare, 
and transmit to the reverend clergy, influ- 
ential laymen, and to institutions similar 
to our own, throughout the United States, 
an address on the subject of the distribu- 
tion of the Bible and Book of Common 
Prayer. In anticipation of the increased 
demand which this measure is expected to 
produce, an edition of 1000 copies of the 
Bible has been ordered to be printed from 
our plates, and the number of Prayer 
Books usually kept in our depository to 
be augmented. The board indulge the 
hope, that in this way this society will 
become more generally,than it has hitherto 
been, the source of supply to many simi- 
lar, but less favourably circumstanced in- 
stitutions, and to benevolent individuals 
throughout the country, who may pur- 
chase for gratuitous distribution, on more 
advantageous terms than they could other- 
wise enjoy. 

The board continue to receive the cor- 
dial acknowledgements of the clergy, and 
particularly of those residing at a dist- 
ance, for the good effected by the opera- 
tions of this society. And they think it 
not improper to mention one fact, which 
has been communicated to them, and 
which, in their judgment, furnishes a 
striking and practical commentary upon 
the peculiar adaptation of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, as a book of devotion for ge- 
neral use. The reverend chaplain of the 


navy-yard, in this port, informs us, that 
the seamen and mariners ef our ships of 
war, but few of whom have been accus- 
tomed to the services of our church in 
early life, manifest a strong and general 
disposition to take with them a copy of 
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that work; and have fi ag en, arp 
to him their sense of its value asa of 
devotion and instruction. The same fact 
has heretofore been stated as it regards 
the seamen of the merchant service. To 
gratify this preference, as well as to con- 
tribute to the moral and spiritual improve- 
ment of this valuable, but hitherte much 
neglected portion of our fellow-men, the 
board have made frequent donations to 
the “Port Society” of this city, and to 
the chaplains and other officers of the 
navy, for the use of the seamen under their 
charge and authority. 

Although the beard have not realized 
all the benefits which they anticipated 
from the measures .of the past year, yet, 
as their disappointment is the result of 
causes not involving any delinquency on 
their part, and as a reasonable share of 
success, under the circumstances, has fol- 
lowed their exertions, they trust their con- 
stituents will acknowledge the justness of 
the congratulatery eentence with which 
they commenced this report. 

From what has been exhibited to them 
at this time, our constituents and patrons 
will be able to judge with accuracy of the 
value of this institution, and of its claims 
to a continued and liberal :patronage, with- 
out any efforts of ours further to inform 
their understanding, or stimulate their 
zeal. Our appeal is mot to the passions, 
which are as evanescent in their influence 
as they are easily excited, but, by the ex- 
hibition of simple facts, to the enlightened 
judgment and sober piety of our friends. 

The L po poe on which this society is 
founded, and by which its operations are 
governed, are so perfectly understood, and 
so generally admitted to be sound and ju- 
dicious by our episcopal friends, as to ren- 
der any further explanation or defence of 
them unnecessary: and especially now, 
when their consistency and propriety are 
openly acknowledged by those who dissent 
frem the doctrines themselves which we 
hold. We hope, therefore, that “ our epis- 
copal brethren” will continue to “ exercise 
a most laudable diligence in placing the vo- 
lume which contains their articles, forms, 
and offices, in every family within their 
reach, which belongs to their communion, 
or can be considered as tending towards it. 
Our Methodist and Baptist brethren, with 
no less diligence, do the same, with re- 
spect to those books which exhibit the 
doctrines and order of their respective de- 
nominations. Ali this is as it should be. 
It bespeaks men sincere in their belief, 
and earnest in the dissemination of what 
they deem correct principles.” 

We quote the language of the Rev. Dr. 
Miller in his recent and admirable lecture 
on the “ utility and importance of creeds 
and confessions.” And it must afford un- 
feigned satisfaction to episcopalians, who 
have been so long subjected to popular 
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opprobrium, and exposed themselves to 
denunciation, by adhering to, and advocat- 
ing, “through good report and through 
evil report,” those principles and pecu- 
liarities which distinguish them from 
other denominations, to listen to the com- 
mendatory language of a learned and pious 
divine of another communion ; who, with- 
out doubt, like themselves, perceives, in 
the unchecked operation of the latitudi- 
narian principles of the present day, the 
future prostration of a/l those character- 
istics which distinguish truth from error. 
These better views, which are now gain- 
ing ground, of the true nature of Christian 
charity, (in opposition to that spurious 
liberality which would confound all just 
distinctions, and result in the ultimate 
abandonment of truth,) furnish a new mo- 
tive to episcopalians to regard the apos- 
tolic injunction, to “ hold fast the profes- 
sion of their faith without wavering,” and 
“to contend earnestly for that once de- 
livered to the saints;”’ and, by their uni- 
form support of this society, to extend 
that system of faith, order of ministry, and 
mode of worship, which commend them- 
selves to their reason, intelligence, and 
piety, as the most pure, primitive, and 
apostolic. Thus doing, they will enjoy 
the rich reward of the approbation of 
their own conscience, and the blessing of 
the Divine Head of the church. 


For the Christian Journcat!. 


Society for the Advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Pennsylvania. 

Tue thirteenth anniversary meeting 
of this society was held in St. James’s 
Church, Philadelphia, on Thursday 
afternoon, January 6th, 1825, being the 
festival of the Epiphany.—The Right 
Rev. Bishop White, President of the 
society, took the chair, and opened the 
meeting with prayer.—Mr. Durden B. 
Carter was chosen secretary,—The re- 
port of the board of ‘Trustees for the 
last year was read by the Rev. Mr. 
Montgomery, which was accepted and 
referred to the Trustees to be chosen 
at this meeting.—F'rom this report we 
make the following interesting ex- 
tracts :—~ 

«“ The missionaries in the service of 
the society since the last anniversary, 
are the Rev. John P. Bausman, the 
Rev. Moses P. Bennet, the Rev. Nor- 
man Nash, the Rev. Robert Davis, the 
Rev. Robert Piggot, and the Rev. 
Samuel Marks. ‘The four first named 
had been previously employed by the 
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society, aud the last two have been 
assigned to the work during the past, 
year. 

‘ The Rev. Mr. Bausman continues 
to labour with encouraging snecess in 
Fayette county. “In Brownsville,” 
says he, “taking every thing into con- 
sideration, the prospect of the church 
continues flattering. It is gradually 
progressing; while her members mani- 
fest an increased attention and affection 
to her truly excellent services.”—At 
Connelsville, he has been encouraged 
by good attendance upon the means of 
grace.—At Jackson’s church the con- 
gregation isnumerous. At West church 
the audience is quite numerous and 
attentive—Mr. Bausman proposed to 
concentrate his labours more for the 
future, in which the committee of mis- 
sions entirely concurred. His labours 
may therefore be expected to be more ef- 
ficient during the present year; though 
we have much cause of thankfulness 
for the good success that has attended 
them hitherto. 

‘The Rev. Moses P. Bennet resigned 
the charge of the church at Greens 
burg, and ceased to be in the emplo 
of the society after May last. The 
church at Greensburg is a very inter- 
esting station, and much anxiety is felt 
by the committee of missions to pro- 
cure a suitable missionary for it. 

s¢ Tt was stated in the last report, that 
the Rev. Norman Nash was labouring 
with evident advantage in Huntingdon 
and Lewistown, and the neighbouring 
country. He made arrangements to 
divide his time principally between 
these places for one year, but visited 
occasionally, about sixteen other con- 
gregations within the counties of Hunt- 
ingdon and Mifilin, in all of which he 
met with a grateful reception, and en- 
couraging attention. On the Sth July, 
1823, he assembled the few friends of 
the Church at Lewistown, when a ves- 
try, consisting of nine persons, was elect- 
ed-—a subscription for building achurch 
begun, an encouraging sum at once 
subscribed, and a committee appointed 
to superintend the building. “On my 
next visit, on August 26,’ says Mr. 
Nash, “we laid the corner stone with 
public solemnities; since which, our 
God hath so smiled upon, and prosper- 
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ed the work, that we were able, on the 
27th June, 1824, to open for public 
worship, and solemnly dedicate to the 
service of Almighty God, an elegant 
brick building, finished in the Gothic 
style, which we call St. Mark’s church. 
It is handsomely and conveniently situ- 
ated, furnished with a bell, and is gene- 
rally admired for neatness and architec- 
tural taste.”—On his journey to Vir- 
ginia he visited Bedford, where, he 
says, “I found a few families warmly 
attached to the Church, who expressed 
a strong desire to enjoy the stated la- 
bours of an Episcopal clergyman, and 
thought that with a little help from 
your society, with what may be ex- 
pected from the number of wealthy 
Episcopalians who yearly visit «lie 
springs, a competent support eight be 
obtained.””—The missionary further in- 
forms us, that in Thompsontown there 
is a small Episcopal congregation not 
yet organized, and in Millerstown and 
Mexico, a few individuals attached to 
the Church. In Waynesburg the pros- 
pects are cheering —“In Hunting- 
don,” he adds, “ good attention is paid 
to the worship and word of God ; there 
is a gradual increase of numbers.” — 
“In Lewistown, God has evidently 
granted a special blessing upon the 
feeble means employed. It was truly 
a day of small things with the Epis- 
copal congregation there, when the 
last summer commenced. Since then, 
a respectable and increasing congre- 
gation has been completely organized 
and incorporated; and about $ 2000 
have been raised for various purposes.” 

«“ The Rev. Mr, Nash deserves well of 
the society for his indefatigable, judici- 
ous, and zealous labours. His praise 
is, literally, in all the churches which 
have enjoyed his ministrations ; but es- 
pecially in that of Lewistown, of which 
he was the founder, and by a blessing 
on whose labours and unwearied super- 
intendence, it was brought to comple- 
tion. Hehas left that sphere of duty 
for another, where we hope he may be 
equally useful, and for his success in 
which, he may be assured of our wishes 
and prayers.—The congregation at 
Lewistown have recently settled the 
Rev. Robert Piggot as their pastor.— 
This gentleman had been employed as 


Christianity in Pennsylvania. 


109 


the domestic missionary of the society, 
and up to the 25th November last, la- 
boured in that capacity in St. Matthew’s 
church, Francisville, and in several 
other places in the suburbs of the city, 
which presented a prospect of doing 
good.—The church at Francisville was 
consecrated on the 7th June last. ‘This 
church has experienced the aid of the 
society, and may be regarded as a 
missionary church. 

“ The Rev. Robert Davis still con- 
tinues his services at Reading, with en- 
couraging prospects of success. ‘The 
congregation is as yet but small, but 
they are zealous and animated, and 
manifest a disposition to do all that 
can be reasonably expected of them. 
The arrangements for the erection of a 
church are in successful prosecution, 
and with the blessing of God upon their 
exertions, they intend to have it com- 
pleted this year. 

“ At a very early period of the year, 
our attention was called to the pros- 
pects of the Church on our northern 
boundary, in the counties of Susque- 
hanna and Bradford. In consequence 
of favourable intelligence from authen- 
tic sources, the committee of missions 
were led to believe that if a suitable 
missionary could be procured for that 
station, signal benefits would be the 
result, and the Rev. Samuel Marks 
was appointed missionary. He soon 
entered upon the field, and in a report 
of his labours he writes, “I feel myself 
indebted to your society for counting 
me worthy to labour in this truly in- 
teresting part of the diocese of Penn- 
sylvania. I have found the people of 
Springville (especially those connected 
with our Apostolical Church,) deeply 
interested for the cause of Christ, and 
the building up of his Church.”—At 
Springville, the principal seat of his 
labours, there is an anxiety felt to build 
a church, which, we trust, more pros- 
perous times will enable them to do. 
* Our congregation,” says he, “is in 
general large, from two hundred and 
fifty to three hundred people, and great 
attention is paid tothe word. There 
are connected with St. Jude’s church, 
about forty persons, and I have no 
doubt that, ere long, we shall have 
many more added to the church.” 
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St. Matthew’s church at Wyalusing, 
is now ready for consecration; the 
prospects here too, are very encourag- 
ing. ‘ Your missionary,” says Mr. 
Marks, “ is highly delighted in behold- 
ing their zeal for the cause of Christ.” 
— They recollect, and mention with 
pleasure, the visit of the first mission- 
ary, the Rev. Mr. Kemper; indeed, it 
is doubtful with me, that there is in the 
diecese of Pennsylvania, a congrega- 
tion or congregations, who receive 
with so much pleasure and gratitude, 
any favours conferred upon them, as 
the societies of Wyalusing and Spring- 
ville.” 

“‘ By the Treasurer’s account it ap- 
pears that the receipts for the past year 
were $ 1482 80—and the disburse- 
ments $1205 25—leaving a balance 
in his hands of $ 27755. The per- 
manent fund amounts to $ 6,325 47. 

“ Weacknowledge with gratitude the 
liberal donation of some anonymous 
benefactor, by the hands of our Right 
Rev. President, of $170; one hun- 
dred dollars to be applied to the per- 
manent fund, the residue to the current 
expenses of the society. The modesty 
which chose this particular mode of 
communicating its beneficence, will not 
look for any public meed of praise. 
Such acts are their own panegyrists in 
the secret, but felt approbation of con- 
science. But we owe it to ourselves 
thus to signalize it—not only on ac- 
count of the seasonable addition it 
makes to our resources, but because 
too, it is a gratifying testimony to the 
excellence and claims of our society. 
And may we not hope, that, by dis- 
playing this example of munificence, 
others may be prompted to go and do 
likewise. 

“ With noordinary emotions we state, 
that the funds of the society have been 
recently augmented by the payment 
of the genereus and pious bequest of 

500, by the last will of Miss Elizabeth 

hompson, deceased. Experiencing 
in her own heart the strong consola- 
tions of the gospel, and the precious- 
ness of that Saviour in whom she died, 
and into whose joy we trust she has 
entered, she was anxious to do some- 
thing for the promotion of his cause on 
earth, and among other objects of her 
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charitable regards, she considered this 
society as eminently worthy of her 
benefaction, and admirably adapted to 
effectuate her pious design.” 


(SCE eee 
——-- 





For the Christian Journal. 


Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in 
South-Carolina. 


Tue anniversary of this society was 
held in Charleston, on the festival of 
the Epiphany, January 6, 1825; when 
the fifteenth annual report of the board 
of managers was delivered. From this 
report we make the following extracts. 

“ The return of this day, on which 
our Church commemorates the manifes- 
tation of the Saviour to mankind, again 
assemDies us to confer on the concerns 
of our socievy, instituted to promote the 
knowledge and influence of that gospel, 
which conveys the tidings of his mercy. 
And, since it is ordained, that the bless- 
ings of Divine Providence should be 
afforded through the operation of means, 
the employment is in happy accordance 
with the occasion, and with the spirit 
of the religion which breathes ‘ good 
will towards men’? 

“ The board of trustees enter with 
pleasure on the customary duty of re- 
porting on the condition and proceed- 
ings of the society, both from a sense 
that information is due to those in 
whose behalf they have acted, and from 
a conviction of the utility of the prac- 
tice. An intimate acquaintance with 
the circumstances of an institution is 
almost necessarily confined to the few 
who are charged with its administra- 
tion; and it is only on occasions like 
the present, that opportunity is afforded 
to others of obtaining a knowledge of 
its resources, operations, and prospects. 
Nor is this review without a beneficial 
influence on all to whom the objects 
are interesting. It is the means best 
calculated to strengthen their attach- 
ment, to suggest new plans of doing 
good, and to furnish fresh incitements 
to zeal and perseverance. 

“ The financial concerns of the so- 
ciety, as they must determine the mea- 
sure of its usefulness, form a subject of 
primary importance. For information 
on this head, the board beg leave tc 
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refer to the treasurer’s accounts, which 
exhibit the receipts and expenditures 
during the past year, and statements of 
the permanent and common funds. 

“ It will be seen that the legacy of 
£ 150 bequeathed to the society by the 
Jate Mrs. Mary C. Gregorie, has been 
paid, and that the amount has been 
applied in the manner prescribed by 
our rules. Thus do the acts of the 
pious survive them; and charities re- 
iaain active, long after the spirit which 
dictated them has thrown off the bur- 
den of the flesh and gone to its re- 
ward. 

“ The permanent fund, it will be seen, 
has been increased since our last annual 
meeting by several investments in bank 
stock, (amounting to $ 2435 50,) and 
by an aceession of the stock of the 
church building fund. The society 
are aware that in the year 1816, a 
fund was instituted under this title, for 
the special purpose of affording aid in 
the erection of places of worship. Its 
increase, however, had not correspoud- 
ed with the hopes of its promoters; 
and the period at which it could ever 
become useful being very remote, the 
expediency of relinquishing the plan 
and transferring the funds which had 
been collected, to the permanent fund, 
seemed evident. The original sub- 
scribers were consulted, and acquiesc- 
ing in the propriety of the measure, 
gave their consent to it in writing; 
upon which the board, in September 
last, declared the church building fund 
part of the permanent fund. The stock 
thus acquired is designated in the spe- 
cification of the property of the perma- 
nent fund; and a balance of cash also 
thus acquired, forms part of the money 
invested during the year. 

‘¢ Heretofore, in pursuance of the 
resolution of 1810, creating the perma- 
nent fund, one half of its income has 
been applied to its increase; but from 
an estimate of the probable receipts of 
interest and dividends fer the ensuing 
year, it is hoped that we shall be au- 
thorized by the provisions of the same 
resolution, to reduce the proportion of 
income to be invested from one half to 
one fourth. With this anticipation, the 
trustees will probably feel at liberty 
to appropriate to the active purposes 
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of the society, a larger sum than was 
expended during the past year. 

“ The usual collections have been 
made in aid of our funds in St. Mi- 
chael’s, St. Philip’s, and St. Paul’s 
churches, in this city, and in Trinity 
church, Columbia. 

“ Since the last anniversary, four of 
our annual members have become mem-~ 
bers for life; eleven new annual mem- 
bers have joined us, and we have lost 
by death, removal, and resignation, 
twenty-six.” 

** The advancement of Christianity, 
essential as it is to the best interests 
of our race, both here and hereafter, 
is the duty of all who profess it in every 
place. But in a country where its 
progress, and that of religious establish- 
ments, must mainly depend, under Pro- 
vidence, upon prudent auxiliary effort; 
and where their influence is the more 
important to general happiness, from 
the nature of our political institutions, 
a society, whose great object is ‘ the 
promotion of Christian knowledge, 
learning, and piety,’ is surely entitled 


to the warm regard of all who approve: 


its peculiar character. In the consi- 
deration too, that our views are in ac- 
cordance with the doctrines and wor- 
ship of our venerable Church, and that 
our own state is the sphere of our la- 
bours, additional motives may be found, 
not incompatible with the respect we 
owe to Christians of other denomina- 
tions, nor with the charity which em- 
braces all mankind. For, whilst in 
common with thousands of our fellow 
men, we rejoice in the progress of 
piety, and in the efforts of Christian 
benevolence, to extend the gospel to 
the ends of the earth; we may be per- 
mitted to regard, with peculiar interest, 
the prosperity of our own Church, and 
the enterprize which is directed to our 
own land, and the people, with respect 
to whom, the bonds of Christian love 
are strengthened by the ties of civil 
relation.” 

‘In compliance with the duty of dis- 
seminating copies of the Bible, Prayer 
Book, and other works of approved 
reputation, the following distribution 
has been made, viz:—14 Bibles; 58 
Prayer Books; 4 of Dehon on Confir- 
mation; 3 of Dean Stanley on the Faith 
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and Practice of a Churchman; 14 of 
an Address to Christians, recommend- 
ing the distribution of tracts; 20 of 
Ilints on Public Worship, or the 
Churchman instructed in the use of the 
Book of Common Prayer; 24 of the 
Duty of Morning and Evening Devo- 
tion; 18 of a Serious Exhortation to a 
decent and devout behaviour in Church; 
10 of Bishop Andrew’s Devotions ; 
45 of a Familiar Exposition of the 
Catechism; 15 of Some Remarks on 
a Review of Spark’s Letters; 22 of 
Archbishop Secker on the Duties of the 
Sick; 21 of Archbishop Synge’s An- 
swer to all the Excuses and Pretences 
for not coming to the Holy Commu- 
nion; 21 of Archbishop Secker’s Earn- 
est Exhortation to a frequent Partici- 
pation of the Holy Communion; 13 of 
Grosvenor’s Mourner, or the Afflicted 
Relieved; 36 of a Catechism of Con- 
firmation ; 3 of Dalcho on the Divinity 
of Christ; 5 of Dalcho on Evidences 
from Prophecy, for the Truth of Chris- 
tianity; 17 of Bishop Gibson’s Serious 
Advice to persons who have been sick, 
with a thanksgiving for recovery; 18 
of tracts on Confirmation; 9 of Stew- 
art’s Letters to Channing; and 290 of 
Practical Considerations.” 

“‘ In furtherance of the duty assign- 
ed, in relation to missions, the aid of 
the society has been continued during 
the year to the following churches, 
viz:—Trinity church, Columbia; St. 
David’s, Cheraw; and St. Paul’s, Pen- 
djeton, all of which are prosperous. 

“ The Rev. Mr. Wright, missionary 
at St. David’s, Cheraw, to whose piety 
and zealous care that church is much 
indebted, having relinquished his con- 
nexion with it, the Rev. Mr. Hath- 
away, recently admitted by the bishop 
of the diocese to the order of deacons, 
has been elected in his stead. Mr. 
Wright’s services were divided between 
this church and another at Wadesbo- 
rough, in North-Carolina, at which 
place he resided. But Mr. Hathaway, 
having organized a school at Cheraw, 
will make that his place of residence, 
and the church there will now have 
the benefit, not only of public worship 
and instruction on every Lord’s day, but 
also of that pastoral care, which resi- 
dence among a people can alone afford.” 


“ The president has, as heretofore, 
been authorized to institute temporary 
missions to the vacant parishes, and to 
some of the upper districts of the state ; 
and the Rev. Messrs. Motte, F. Rut- 
ledge, and Elliott, have been thus em- 

loyed.” 

“ The board of trustees, in bringing 
to a close the fifteenth annual report, 
advert with feelings of congratulation 
to the wisdom and value of our consti- 
tution, which, from its adoption, at the 
organization of the society, to this time, 
has required and received no material 
alteration; and to the prudence of 
those financial arrangements, which, 
permitting the society, during its whole 
course, to effect much good, have laid 
the foundation of its permanency and 
prospective usefulness. And, whilst 
they gratefully recognize in the sue- 
cessful progress of the institution the 
favour of Divine Providence, they hum- 
bly commend to the same favour its 
future destinies.” 


SE 


New-York Protestant Episcopal Tract So- 
ciety. 

Tae annual meeting of the New-York 
Protestant Episcopal Tract Society was 
held in St. Paul’s Chapel, New-York, on 
Tuesday, the Ist of February, 1825, at 
half past seven o’clock P. M.; the Rev. 
Benjamin T. Onderdonk, 1st Vice-Pre- 
sident, in the chair; and Benjamin M. 
Brown, Recording Secretary. The minntes 
of the last annual meeting were read and 
approved. The fifteenth annual report of 
the board of trustees was read by the 


Rev. Cornelius R. Duffie, and is as fol- 
lows :— 





Fifteenth Report. 


The board of trustees respectfully pre- 
sent to their patrons and constituents this 
report of their proceedings during the 
past year. 

The number of Tracts remaining on 
hand, at the date of the last report, was 
18,793. In addition, there have been pub- 
lished and placed in the Depository, 2000 
copies of the Procrastinator’s Soliloquy 
and Prayer, making in all 20,793. Of 
these the following distribution has been 
made, agreeably to the 


Report of the Agent. 

4695 Tracts a ph ae ooks have been 
placed for distribution in the hands of 
clergymen residing in our own, or other 
states. 

$24 copies of our publications have been dis- 
tribated among the different prisong, 
hospitals, and charitable institutiogs. 
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465 copies to the superintendents and teachers 
of Sunday schools in connexion with the 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School So- 
ciety of this city 

526 copies to Sunday schools Out of the city. 

590 copies to emigrants to Hayti, and to other 
persons residing out of the U nitcd States. 

236 copies to the crews of several vessels. 

386 copies to Mr. Colt, and others, for distri- 
bution on board the Erie canal boats. 

150 copies to Mr. ‘Taylor, for the same use, on 
board steam boats in the Potomac. 

150 copies forwarded tothe Rev. Mr. M‘Laugh- 
lin, of the island of St.Thomas; and to 
the Rev. Dr. Orderson, of Barbadocs, 

250 copies forwarded by John Pintard, esq. for 
distribution at New-Orleans. 

250 copies to Eleazar Williams, lay reader and 
catechist, for distribution at Green Bay. 

1150 copies distributed under the direction of 
the agent, and others, not included in 
the above enumeration. 

Making the total number of tracts and 
devotional books, distributed during the 
past year, 9542. These, added to the dis- 
tributions of previous years, make an ag- 
gregate of 105,704—and there are now 
remaining on hand 11,251. 

There is now in the press, an edition of 
6000 copies of ** Familiar Instructions for 
the Worship of Almighty God, agreeably 
to the Service of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church ;” and an edition of 3000 copies 
of “the Churchman’s Profession of his 
Faith and Practice.” The board have also 
voted the sum of $ 25, with privilege to 
the committee of selection to increase it 
to $ 40, towards the publishing of the 
Church Catechism in the French language, 
under the superintendence of the Rev. Mr. 
Péneveyre. This translation is not only 
important for the use of French residents 
in this city, but it is thought, will be very 
serviceable for distribution in the state of 
Louisiana, and especially in the wide field 
which is opening in St. Domingo. 

The permanent fund of the society has 
been increased, during the past year, by 
the life subscriptions of Thomas H. Tho- 
mas, and John J. Lambert, esquires, and 
by the apportioned allowance’of its own 
interest, from § 1223 67, to § 1288 66; 
and of this sum § 1100 is invested on 
bond and mortgage, at seven per cent., 
and the residue is deposited for accumu- 
lation in the Savings bank. The yearly 
product of the whole fund very little ex- 
ceeds the sum of § 80, one half of which, 
agreeably to the constitution, is added to 
the principal. 

The stated resources of the board con- 
sist, therefore, of only the remaining half 
of the interest of this fund, and the dues 
of the annual subscribers. But as the 
larger proportion of those who formerly 
constituted this list, have become mem- 
bers for life by a single payment of $ 10, 
our annual subscription has been greatly 
diminished, and only $ 49 have this year 
been received from that source: so that 
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now the whole sum within the absolute 
control of the board, to be applied to the 
important objects of the society, is less 
than § 100 per annum. 

The terms of subscription being but 
one dollar yearly, and much trouble and 
loss being occusioned in collecting so 
small a sum, the board (in preference to 
extending their list of subscribers) have 
thought it adviseable to rely principally 
upon an annual public appeal to the mem- 
bers of their Church, for the means of 
fulfilling the duties intrusted to them. 

Accordingly, on the 3lst of May, of the 
last year, an address was delivered, at 
their request, in St! Paul’s chapel, by the 
Rev: Jolin F. Schreder, to a large audi- 
ence, on behalf of this society, and the 
sum of $ 221 96 was added to its funds. 
The boarti take this opportunity of ren- 
dering their thanks, us well to the con- 
tributors on that occasion, as to the rever- 
end gentleman who eloquently enforced 
their claims to patronage. 

From the treasurer’s account it appears, 
that after paying our bills for printing, 
amounting to $ 301 81, and for collection 
and contingent charges, § 95 71, there 
remains on hand only the balance of § 60 
—a sum insufficient to meet our engage- 
ments for the tracts already ordered to 
be printed. 

The board do not, however, think so 
unworthily of their cause, nor of their 
patrons, as to make this a ground of des- 
pair; but regarding only the great duty 
which rests upon them, ard the opportu- 
nities of doing good which are presented 
before them, they have been willing to 
anticipate that support which they do not 
doubt will be extended, when the benevo- 
lence of their friends shall again be ap. 
pealed to, and their approbation and an- 
nual bounty be again solicited. 

The propriety of keeping our permanent 
fund unimpaired, and of cherishing its 
increase, will be acknowledged by all who 
have attended to the course of similar so- 
cieties; and who have seen hew likely 
they are, without some such pledge of 
stability and bond of union, to languish 
and decay, when the.zeal which first ori- 
ginated them has been permitted to evap- 
orate, or when by any circumstances they 
have for a time been depressed. The 
present state of our fund, therefore, which 
has advanced, in nine years, from % 37, 
to the amount before stated,. should be a 
cause of gratification to those who wish 
well to our objects—as ensuring the per- 
petuity of the society, and thereby keep- 
ing up a spirit of confidence among its 
members, and inspiring continued and un- 
remitted exertion. 

The board have been favoured with the 
annual reports of the American Tract 
society, (established at Boston,) and 
with copies of the American Tract Mag- 
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azine, published by them every two 
months. 

We have also received a letter from 
“The Protestant Episcopal Female Tract 
Society of Baltimore,” proposing an ex- 
change of part of their edition of Mrs. 
Sherwood’s Stories on the Church Cate- 
chism, in sheets, for an equal number of 
pages, of allour tracts. But this offer, 
which, as well from motives of rceiprocity, 
as for its real advantage, we would gladly 
have accepted, was necessarily declined, 
as it would too much reduce the number 
of copies of several of the tracts, of which 
it is desirable to keep up an assortment in 
our depository. 

The history which the board is annually 
called upon to place before its friends, is 
in general one of their own acts, and of 
their own proceedings merely, without 
including much reference to the results 
which may have been effected. Ours ig 
indeed a useful, rather than an imposing 
trust—a narrative of what is required by 
duty, rather than of what is calculated for 
display. It is a detail of unostentatious, 
and almost of unacknowledged charity; 
though we are not without good assur- 
ances of its practical advantage. But it 
is in general a boon dispensed in silence, 
and in silence improved. The unobtrusive 
heralds which we employ, speak, we trust, 
to the understandings, and to the hearts 
of many—but, different from the living 
messenger, they have no voice to send 
back to us the recital of their benefits, 

Many an inquiring mind may be en- 
lightened by our pages, and rejoice in the 
inward perception of truth, while we hear 
not of it. Many a careless conscience 
may be aroused, and many a vicious in- 
dulgence reproved by our efforts, but it 
is only in the amended life that the ad- 
vantage is evidenced and recorded; and 
doubtless there may be instances of some 
who have been reclaimed and renovated 
by our instrumentality, and who have con- 
tinued to bring forth * the peaceable fruits 
of righteousness” in life, and enjoyed the 
consolations of the Christian hope in death, 
while that which first awakened them to 
thoughtfulness and good resolution, and 
which first excited them to repentance 
and faith, is almost unknown to them- 
selves, and shall remain unpublished until 
the great day of disciosure in a future 
World. 

The best motive, therefore, which we 
can offer to stimulate the zeal of any, or 
to invite their co-operation, besides the 
hope of such results, is to be found in a 
sense of duty, and a desire to do good 
And to those who are not insensible to 
such motives, it will be a sufficient reason 
for their continued efforts, that the cause 
which they are endeavouring to promote, 
is the cause of God; and that, while with 
a view to his glory, they persevere in dis- 


pensing their noiseless blessings, though 
their charity may not be acknowledged 
here, yet, with him who regards the in- 
tention, “their record is on high;” and 
of whatever else they may be disappointed, 
they shall not be disappointed of his ap- 
probation and reward. 
New-York, February 1, 1825. 











For the Christian Journal. 


Tue sixteenth annual meeting of the 
New-York Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society, was held in Trinit#church, 
in this city, on Tuesday, March Ist. The 
Bishop of the diocese, who is President 
ex officio, being absent, the Rev. William 
Berrian was called to the chair. The 
fifteenth annual report of the board of 
managers was read, accepted, and ordered 
to be published) The followmg laymen 
were elected to be associated with the 
bishop of the’ diocese, and the Episcopal 
clergy of the city, as the managers for the 
ensuing year:—Matthew Clarkson, John 
Onderdonk, John Slidell, Henry Rogers, 
George Dominick, Gulian Ludlow, Isaac 
Carrow, Richard Whiley, Henry M‘Far.- 
lan, Richard Platt. 

At a meeting of the board of managers, 
on Friday, March 4th, the Kev. Benjamin 
T. Onderdonk was elected secretary, Mr. 
Gulian Ludlow, treasurer, and Mr. Henry 
M‘Furlan, agent. 

The following is the report which was 
read at the meeting of the society. 


Fifteenth Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers of the New-York Bible and 
Commgn Prayer Book Sociery. 


The board of managers of the New- 
York Bible and Common Prayer Book So- 
ciety, now respectfully make to their con- 
stituents their fifteenth annual report. 
This they would do with a devout sense 
of gratitude to the Great Head of the 
Church, that they have been suffered to 
continue his instruments for contributing, 
in part, to the momentous objects for 
which that Church was constituted “ the 
pillar and ground of the truth,”* and the 
great mean of promoting the interests of 
the gospel. he board feel continually 
increasing confidence, that institutions 
like their’s, held together by the truly 
evangelical bond of the principles and 
order of one of the purest sections of the 
Catholick Church, are the most legitimate, 
and the most efficient means of spreading 
the knowledge and due inftuence of the 
religion of the cross. They rejoice in 
being engaged in that genuine Bible cause 
which consists in spreading that religion 
in its integrity and purity, and in a way 
the most consistent with them. That that 
religion is, in the present day, much mis- 





* 1 Tim. iii. 15. 
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understood, is too obvious to every one 
whose view of the spiritual character of 
the times is impartial, and formed under 
the proper influence of evangelical prin- 
ciples. From causes which need net now 
be detailed, the indifference so natural to 
the carnal mind on the subject of religious 
faith and practice, is gaining a fearful 
ascendency, and threatening almost the 
existence of that true Bible religion which 
God gave us for our best temporal and 
eternal interests, and the maintenance and 
promulgation of which he committed to 
his holy Church. Good men, who, al- 
though differing in their views of what is 
evangelical truth, yet agreeing that it is 
something definite, and not so variable as 
to be whatever human fancy may wish it, 
or so vague as to embrace the theories of 
every fancy, are becoming more and more 
sensible, that as the Bible can, in fact, 
never go without accompanying comments 
and explanations; so c«re should be taken 
that these be such only as do justice to 
that sacred volume, and lead to a correct 
understanding of its contents. We re- 
joice in the conviction that our society 
contributes to this end by both the princi- 
ple on which itis organized, and tle mode of 
3 operation. 

It is identified with a sound branch of 
the Catholick Church. And this has a di- 
rect tendency to preserve and strengthen 
that truly evangelical unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, which is characterized 
by the faith of the gospel, and by the prin- 
ciples of ecclesiastical order which the 
gospel prescribes. 

The means we use to advance the cause 
of Christ, are, first, the distribution of the 
Bible, the charter of our salvation, and 
the only genuine source ef religious faith. 
and duty. And inasmuch as the distribu- 
tion of the Bible will, in fact, be always 
accompanied with efforts tending to a 
certain understanding of its contents, we 
wish to give a proper direction to this 
invariable attendant on the circulation of 
the scriptures. And this, surely, cannot 
be better done than by disseminating that 
volume, next in value to the Bible, which 
gives a faithful digest of its truths in 
creeds and articles of acknowledged evan- 
gelical purity; which contains a literal 
transcript of many of the most important 
portions of the Bible; which incorporates 
the Bible system of faith and practice, 
with offices of devotion which, for every 
qualification of evangelical worship, are 
unsurpassed in any language; which thus 
presents the religion of the Bible ina form 
the best calculated to arrest the attention, 
interest the feelings, and influence the 
heart and life; which exhibits the primi- 
tive and evangelical characteristicks of 
that Church which God established for 
preserving and disseminating his true re- 
Ligion, and to be the channel of his grace 
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and mercy to a fallen world; and which 
has often been the successful incipient 
mean of permanently establishing a branch 
of that Church, which lends to the great 
and precious truths of the gospel, the 
powerful, and only truly effectual, aid and 
support of perpetually presenting those 
truths before its members, by indispens- 
ably requiring of its ministers the constant 
performance of holy offices which enforce, 
in its fulness and purity, the truth as it is 
in Jesus. If any cause, surely that in 
which we are engaged, is the Bible cause. 

We would that we had to tell of greater 
efficiency in the prosecution of that cause. 
What we have been enabled to do we 
have done. God grant that it may be 
encouragement to those who have the 
means of increasing our usefulness, and to 
whom we have a right to look, to extend 
those means, with a liberality proportioned 
to their ability, and to the excellence and 
vast importance of the cause! 

Within the past year, 184 Bibles, and 
588 Prayer Books, have been gratuitously 
distributed, and 120 octavo Prayer Books 
have been given to members on the terms 
of the society; making an aggregate dis- 
tribution of $92 volumes: 123 Bibles, 
and 361 Prayer Books, are now in the de- 
pository, waiting suitable opportunities of 
being forwarded to the places for which 
they are designed. The aggregate of Bi- 
bies, New Testaments, and Prayer Books, 
distributed by this society, principally 
gratuitously, since its establishment in 
1809, is 12,367. 

The receipts into our treasury, during 
the past year, including a balance of $ 79 
57 at the last report, have been § 573 20, 
all on account of the disposable funds. 
The expenses have been $ 400 95. There 
remains, of course, a balance of § 172 25. 
The sum of § 500 has been appropriated 
by the board for the purchase of Bibles 
and Prayer Books for distribution during 
the ensuing year. 

Our permanent fund amounts to $ 5401 
70. 
It will be perceived that this permanent 
fund is our principal dependence. Were 
the smallness of our receipts from sub. 
scribers owing entirely to insensibility to 
this excellent charity on the part of the 
members of our Church in this city, we 
shiould, indeed, have reason to lament the 
decay of true love for the cause of Christ, 
and devotion to its interests. We have 
been, however, less solicitous on this sub- 
ject, on account of the truly laudable and 
eminently successful zeal of the Auxiliary 
society, which was established in this 
city in the year 1816. It is devoted to the 
same good cause, and is pursuing it in 
the same truly scriptural way. Its sub- 
scription list is much larger than our’s. 
We rejoice that it is so; and in order to 
avoid the inconvenience to both societies 


OL ge catin.- wis yc 
+ = pee oe 








Bis EE 


sestets eget oe. 
a er LLL LAA eernrentnerts 


ETS 





Se ae 


a a 














ES death SES Ee 4 





116 New-York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society. [No. 4. 


of a public appeal in behalf of both, in 
anniversary sermons, we have, for several 
ears, waived that mode of increasing our 
unds ig favour of the Auxiliary society. 
it is the cause to which we are devoted, 
and we rejoice to see it flourish in any 
hands, and most cordially bid God speed 
to that excellent sister institution. Our 
two subscription lists, however, together, 
are not what should be expected in a city 
where the Episcopal communion ranks so 
high in numbers and in wealth. We re- 
spectfully suggest it to the consciences 
of our brethren, whether they are true to 
the interests of the Church, and to those 
of the gospel, of which she is the best 
friend, if such institutions are cramped in 
their usefulness for want of patronage, 
which it is in their power to extend. 

It appears by the ninth annual report 
of the Auxiliary society, just published, 
that they had put into circulation, during 
the preceding year, 131 Bibles, and 2916 
Prayer Books; and 29,758 Bibles and 
Prayer Books, since the establishment of 
the society. There have, therefore, been 
distributed by the two societies in this 
city, during the past year, 5739 Bibles 
and Prayer Books; and since the year 
1809, 42,125 Bibles, New Testaments, and 
Prayer Books. 

We are also happy to be assured of the 
co-operation of similar institutions in other 
parts of our diocese. Of these, however, 
the poceedings of but two have come 
within our knowledge, during the past 
year; viz. those of the Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society of Albany and its 
vicinity, which appears, by its last report, 
to have expended, during the preceding 
year, in the objects of its establishment, 
$ 113 49; and those of the Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society of the Cen- 
tral Part of the State of New-York, which 
distributed, during the year preceding its 
Jast annual meeting, 481 Bibles and Prayer 
Books. 

It would seem desirable that the board 
of this society should be regularly fur- 
nished with the reports of all sister insti- 
tutions in this diocese, in order that there 
may thus be annually given a view of 
all that is done throughout the state, by 
Church societies, for distributing the Bi- 
ble and the Book of Common Prayer. 
We would, therefore, respectfully solicit 
of the boards of managers of such institu- 
tions their cooperation to this end. 

As far as our present.means of informa- 
tion extend, we think it may be fairly 
computed that the aggregate of distribu- 
tions during the past year, by societies 
belonging to the Church in this state, has 
been at least 4500 copies of the Bible and 
the Book of Common Prayer. 

Although much more might have been 
expected, yet even this is a refreshing and 


an encouraging truth. It is much the 
custom to iaud the religious aspect of the 
present times. We hope there is ground 
for it. We fear, however, that there is 
much to diminish the satisfaction of the 
true Christian, in: the too prevalent cha- 
racter of the religion of the day. Much of 
self-will is mingled with it; much of dis- 
regard tor order; much of indifference to 
faith; and much of that mere dissipation 
which runs after every novelty, and seeks 
rather the gratification of hearing, no mat- 
ter what or whom, provided it pleases, 
than the more sober, more humbling, 
more self-tryimg, but vastly more edify- 
ing, adherence to that sound doctrine, 
use of those means of grace, and observ- 
ance of those rules of unity and order, 
which the Bible identifies with evangeli- 
cal piety. The very professed religion, 
then, which appears to be now gaining 
ground, requires the efforts of the friends 
of the gospel for its purification from the 
unhallowed mixtures to which human 
frailty has subjected it, and for its direc- 
tion into that good old way which the 
gospel reveals, as ordained and required 
by Almighty God. And they surely can- 
not prosecute this pious object in a mode 
more promising success, than by extend- 
ing the principles, and enlarging the bor- 
ders, of that Church which makes more 
effectual provision than any other religi- 
ous community, for spreading the knows 
ledge, and securing the permanent and 
consistent reception, of the genuine reli- 
gion of the Bible. Thisis our object. It 
is not anobject of sect ; but one connected. 
with the dearest interests of the Redeem- 
er’s cause. The friends of that cause we 
would ask to strengthen our hands, and 
the hands of all with whom we have the 
honour of co-operating in this holy design. 
And the blessing of him whose cause it is, 
we would humbly invoke, and ask our 
friends to unite with us in invoking, that 
we may be directed, in ali our doings, 
with his most gracious favour, and fur- 
thered with his continual help; that 
through our humble instrumentality, that 
grace may more and more abound, where- 


by the holy scriptures which God has. 


caused to be written for our learning, 
may be so read, marked, learned, and 
inwardly digested, that the Church of the 
Bible, and the divine principles and pre- 
cepts which are committed to its care, 
may be better known, and more widely 
extended, and produce in the hearts and 
lives of men their wonted renovating and 
sanctifying influence. 
Signed by order of the Board, 
WILLIAM BERRIAN, Chairman p. t. 
Attested, 
Benxgamin T. OnnEnponx, Secretary. 
New-York, February 23, 1825. 
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For the Christian Journal. 
The Good Citizen 
AN EXTRACT. 

Tue characters which we have re- 
ceived from the writers of former times, 
and which those of our own transmit 
to posterity, are, chiefly, of such per- 
sons who have distinguished themselves 
by their valour, or policy, or learning, 

he most eminent piety and integrity, 
when not found, where we very rarely 
find them, in the statesman, the general, 
or man of letters, are usually very little 
known out of the place where he whom 
they adorn resides; and even there, 
when he dies, his worth is soon by as 
few remembered, as it was formerly 
imitated. 

That there was such a person as Mr. 
John Holmes, many, I believe, of his 
neighbours in London knew not before 
his death; yet 1 do not recollect that f 
ever knew the man who had his duty 
more at heart, who was more zealous 
in the interest of true religion, and 
whose purity and sobriety, integrity 
and charity, more fully expressed its 
influence. 

His temper was warm and his pas- 
sions strong; but the just sense of re- 
ligion with which he set out in the 
world proved his security, moderated 
the force of his passions, and rightly 
directed it. 

His serious turn led him, when 
young, to an intimacy with some, who 
distinguished themselves by their zeal 
for the instrumental duties of religion ; 
but he afterwards declined all manner 
of correspondence with them, perceiv- 
ing how much more regard they showed 
to the form of godliness, than to its 
power; how much more stress they 
laid on spiritual exercises, than on the 
graces of the Spirit. 

He considered, that a reverence of 
the Leity was chiefly preservedamongst 
us by public worship; on which ac- 
count he was ever most exact in his at- 
tendance upon it; and in suchan attend- 
ance, as, expressing his own most awful 
sentiments of the Supreme Being, might 
contribute to excite suitable affections 
in those who observed him. 

The admirable example he set in 
this particular, was but one of the 
many proofs he gave of his concern for 
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the morals of his fellow creatures. He 
was very early a memier of the societies 
which endeavoured to promote a Chris- 
tian knowledge and practice through- 
out the nation, and always their warm- 
est friend; nor was his last will, 
though short, without a testimony of 
his regard to them. 

~ In his own family you had the pro- 
per evidence how he would have served 
religion if his power had been suitable 
to his inclinations. He had a house 
in town and another in the country; 
and as his numerous offspring made a 
large family in the latter; so the ser- 
vants, that his business required, made 
one almost as large inthe former. Sinee 
he was not certain that he should have 
leisure to assemble these servants, or 
that they would have it to attend him, 
at any time in the morning except im- 
mediately after their rising, he rese 
himself at six o’clock in the winter, as 
well as in the summer. How rigorous 
soever the season was, how late so- 
ever his affairs had kept him up at 
night, whatever had been his fatigue 
the preceding day, he wanted no other 
call from his bed, but the consideration 
of his duty—the concern he had—that 
none should begin toserve him till they 
had joined with him in acknowledging 
their common Lord. Such was his 
first task every day, after leaving his 
chamber ; and his last at night, before 
he went into it, was of the same nature: 
he suffered not his domestics to separate 
till they had together expressed their 
gratitude for the mercies they had re- 
ceived from God, and recommended 
themselves to his protection. That 
they might not regard their prayers as 
of any consequence, unless contributing 
toa right practice, he always previously 
to their acts of devotion, furnished them 
with some useful instruction, either 
from the Scripture, or some book by 
which the doctrine of the Scripture was 
explained and enforced. 

This was his constant method in 
town, which differed not from what he 
pursued in the country; only in the 
country he did not rise so early, when 
he was advanced in age: a somewhat 
longer repose not interfering with any 

ood he could do to those who were 
so under his care. 
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On the Lord’s day he never thought 
his duty to God, or to his family, dis- 
charged, by merely taking his children 
and servants with him to church: a 
due impression of the truths he heard 
there he endeavoured to preserve in his 
own and their minds, by being himself, 
and keeping them, suitably employed 
at home. 

Were I to adapt his language on this 
head to his practice, he would thus ex- 
press himselé:—“ As prayer may be 
used by the worst of men, it is certain 
that. we should look beyond the ba:e 
use thereof for its beneficial effects. It 
can find no acceptance with God, far- 
ther than as it implies, and contributes 
to promote, right dispositions in us, 
and thereby influences our manners; 
and all its influence upon our affections 
and manners necessarily depends on 
the seriousness to which it excites us, 
on the consideration and reflection that 
attend it, on the virtuous purposes it 
prompts us to make, and the care on 
which it puts us to fulfil them. If the 
public worship of God be in order to 
keep up in the community a proper 
reverence of him, and thereby prevent 
those mischiefs which are sure to arise 
when he is disregarded ; it must be as 
culpable in us not to avoid whatever 
can disappoint the public worship of 
this effect, as to neglect and discourage 
the worship itself; and it must be dis- 
appoiated of this effect—all advantage 
indeed from it must be hindered, by 
thinking, that the whole it requires is, 
to be present at it; by employing our- 
selves, the instant it is ended, in such a 
way as will efface every serious im- 
pression it can have made. The form 
of religion, when we look not beyond it, 
serves really but to harden us in our 
sins, and encourage us to multiply 
them; since in such case it will be re- 
garded as atoning for, or greatly lessen- 
ing their guilt; and they who can be- 
lieve, that when they have been at 
church on the Lord’s day, they have 
discharged the duties of it; as they 
must place all the efficacy of religious 
worskip in the mere performance there- 
of; so will this worship be to them a 
matter of form only, andthe means not 
of correcting, but of confirming their 
wrong tendencies. Who thinks that 


his prayers for his daily bread will 
procure it him, and make all other care 
for it needless? No, if we want it, we 
labour for it, and expect, from our 
prayers, only the blessing of God upon 
our labour. In the same manner must 
it be with our spiritual wants; our 
prayers alone will not obtain a supply 
of them; our prayers for such a supply 
will only so far avail us, as they are 
accompanied by our endeavours; which 
none can judge them tobe, when the 
instant we have concluded them we so 
employ ourselves that their subject must 
necessarily be forgotten.” 

So much had this good man to say 
for avoiding those meetings which were 
usual in his neighbourhood after divine 
service ; and for his retiring then, either 
to his garden, or, which was his or- 
dinary practice, to his closet. The 
sentiments which he had entertained 
in the church he sought to fix in his 
mind; his desire was, to be habitually 
influenced by a reverence of the Deity ; 
and he gave this infallible proof of his 
being influenced by it—an uniform en- 
deavour to conform himself to the di- 
vine will. 

The provision he was to make for 
six sons and four daughters could not 
engross his concern, or render him less 
mindful what the claims of the rest of 
his fellow creatures were upon him. 
He neglected not to secure a compe- 
tency to his children, but, at the same 
time, remembered, that he was not born 
for them alone; that he was not to 
furnish them with the superfluities of 
life, by denying others its necessaries. 
Distress was sure to find him ready to 
assist in its relief; and that the con- 
sideration of his large family might 
never induce him to overlook the in- 
digence of any, acts of charity had 
their appropriated fund. Some settled 
provision for their alms he wisely ad- 
vised all his children to make; both, 
as they would, by that means, free their 
beneficence from the restraint which 
must be upon it, when every shilling 
they gave was regarded as taken im- 
mediately from their domestic occa- 
sions; and as it was the readiest way 
of knowing, whether they kept the just 
mean, and distributed neither more nor 
less than suited their circumstances 
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That he should himself offend on the 
liberal side was the only danger, as his 
temper was most compassionate and 
generous, and as he truly considered 
piety to be always ready to express it- 
self in charity. 

He could not hide from the observa- 
tion of his family, the many hours he 
passed in his closet, and the books on 
religious and moral subjects that were 
eontinually in his hand; but, I believe, 
while he lived, it was not known to 
any, that he called his pen to assist 
him in remembering such passages of 
his life as claimed his more especial 
notice, and as, by his recollecting them, 
would contribute to his progress in 
virtue. His diary of what had passed 
for a few days preceding his last illness, 
was found after his decease in his closet; 
and evidenced him to have been the 
very person he appeared, to have made 
no profession of religion, which suited 
not his most secret practice. Many 
bundles of paper in his closet were 
supposed to be parts of his diary, as it 
was desired by him, “ that they might 
be burnt after his death, without open- 
ing them, since what they contained 
affected the interest of no one living.” 

He deeply bewailed the corruption 
of our manners, and set apart a day in 
every month, to deprecate the punish- 
ment that such guilt has to fear, and to 
strengthen his own resolutions never 
to share it. 

The sickness that ended in his death, 
seemed neither to him nor to his at- 
tendarts, as threatening such an event ; 
but the calmness with which he bore 
his illness, and the sense of duty he 
preserved throughout if, shewed him 
prepared for what he did not expect, 
and ready forghat summons, which he 
might not apprehend to be so near. 


Queries respecting the Ohio Seminary. 
To the Editors of the Christian Journal. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I observe, in your last number, the 
Constitution of the Ohio Episcopal 
Theological Seminary. The circum- 
stances under which funds were ob- 
tained for that institution, have made 
a certain branch of its affairs the con- 
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cern of the whole Episcopal public in 
this country; and I therefore need 
make no apology for asking respect- 
fully an explanation of one feature of 
its constitution, and of the omission of 
one important particular. 

The 7th article of this constitution 
provides for the subordination of the 
Ohio Seminary to the general autho- 
rity of the Episcopal Church; avow- 
ing, that if at any time the General 
Convention shall declare any rule, &c. 
of that seminary to be conffary to the 
doctrine, discipline, constitution, and 
canons of the Church, or to the course 
of study prescribed by the bishops, 
such rule, &c. shall thenceforth cease 
to have effect, and be considered as 
annulled. The 8th article makes the 
bishops visitants of the seminary, and 
allows any one of them, at any time, te 
institute, in his own name and charac- 
ter of bishop, any proper legal process 
to enforce and secure the administra- 
tion of the seminary in subordination, 
as above mentioned, to the general au- 
thority of the Church. Both these provi- 
sions are excellent, and were demanded 
by the pledges given in England at the 
time funds were raising, though, as will 
appear directly, they are not in full ac- 
cordance with those pledges. But after 
these articles of the constitution comes 
the 10th, which allows the whole con- 
stitution, without any reserve, to be 
‘¢ amended by the concurrent vote of the 
bishop, a majority of the board of trus- 
tees of the seminary, and a majority of 
the convention of the diocese :” nay, if 
the trustees and convention be unani- 
mous, they may amend the constitution 
without the consent of their bishop. Of 
course, the 7th and 8th articles, which 
give a certain supervision of the semi- 
nary to the other bishops, and which 
secure its subordination to the General 


“€onvention—both those articles may 


be expunged from the constitution by 
the Ohio trustees and convention, with 
or without their bishop; and this with- 
out the consent of the other bishops or 
the General Convention. May I ask of 
those acquainted with the affairs of that 
seminary an explanation of this singu- 
lar trait in its constitution? I mean 


not the least offence; there may have 
been an oversight; or it may be, that 
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an instrament of this kind cannot be 
rendered absolutely perfect. But every 
American Episcopalian has a right to 
ask—why, when a certain authority is 
given tothe bishops and the represen- 
tatives of his Church, that authority is 
left contingent on the will of the party 
affected by it? 

But, besides this, there is an import- 
ant omission in this constitution. A 
printed “Letter to Lord Kenyon,” 
bearing date London, June 18th, 1824, 
{p. L1,) declares that the following, 
having the signature of Bishop Chase, 
was * the basis of all donations” to the 
Ohio seminary, viz. —“that all acts 
and proceedings of the said school or 
theological seminary shall for ever be 
in conformity to the doctrine, &c. of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, and to the 
course of study prescribed, or to be pre- 
scribed, by the bishops of the said 
Church; and on proper evidence of a 
default thereof, that the Right Rev. the 
Bishops of the said American Church. 
or a majority of them, as a Commit- 
tee of the General Theological Semi- 
nary, &c. shall have power to insti- 
tute an inguiry at law, and to see that 
the will and intentions of the founders 
and donors of the said school or theo- 
logical seminary in Ohio be fulfilled.” 
Now, there is nothing in the constitu- 
tion of the Ohio seminary which recog- 
nizes this right of the General Semi- 
nary—although it was “the basis of 
all the donations” made in England to 
the one in Ohio. This may possibly 
be correct, or rather, well meant: it 
may be thought that giving the right of 
an inquiry at law to the bishops indi- 
vidually (quere, at their individual ex- 
pense?) is an equivalent for their exer- 
cising that right as a Committee of the 
General Seminary. But should not the 
consent of the General Seminary have 
been obtained before a power vested in 
it by the very terms of endowment of the 
Ohio institution is takenaway, or left un- 
acknowledged? May lask, whether the 
General Seminary still has this power, 
of appointing a committee of bishops 
on the Ohio school, onthe ground of the 
condition annexed to the English dona- 
tions, and ratified by Bishop Chase ? 

Your’s, &c. INQUIRER. 


For the Cristian Journal. 


Messrs Epi rors. 

I have frequently been struck with 
an anomaly in the usual manner of con- 
ducting our pubiic service, by which, 
(as it seems to me, at least,) both rule 
and propriety are violated. At the 
first oceurrence of the Lord’s prayer in 
the morning service, the rubric annex- 
ed directs that “ Lhe minister shall— 
say the Lord’s prayer; the people—re- 
peating tt with him, both here and 
wheresoever else tt is used in divine ser- 
vice.” ‘These words are general, and, 
as far I can perceive, admit of no ex- 
ception. And this with good reason, 
since the prayer is of universal concern, 
enjoined upon all, and all are perfectly 
able to join in it. Yet, invariably, as 
far as my experience extends, the Lord’s 
prayer is repeated by the minister 
alone, when he.offers up the supplica- 
tions of himself and the congregation 
for the divine blessing upon his instruc~ 
tions, previous to commencing his ser- 
mon. I would beg the favour of some 
of your correspondents to pointout the 
reason of this variation, and the prin- 
ciples upon which it may be reconciled 
with the injunction of the Chureh. 

Your’s, kc. 
PHILORUBRICUS. 
—_———— 
For the Christian Journal. 

We accede, with pleasure, to a request 

to publish the following; and should be 


happy to be made instrumental in promot- 
ing so good and so important a work. 


Considerations in favour of assisting the 
Congregation of Protestant Episcopalians 
at St. Augustine, 80 as to enable them to 
erect a Church: addressed to the friende 
of Religion, Morality, Public Improve- 
ment, and the Territory of Florida. 

This congregation has Sen duly organ- 
ized. It has been incorporated, and at 
present numbers about one hundred souls. 
‘There are twelve communicants, and 20 
children who have attended to be cate- 
chised. On the occasions of divine wor- 
ship many persons not belonging to the 
congregation have been present. It is 
probable the number will be increased as 
well by the accession of new settlers, as 
by that of those persons who have not 
associated with any Christian assembly. 
Like most emigrants the members of this 
society here are poor. The country has 
not yet been sufficiently opened to afford 
proper scope for talent and industry. 
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That they should be attached to the 
principles imbibed in their tender vears, 
and which they associate with the memory 
of beloved parents and guardians; that 
they should not merely prefer a worship 
to which they have been accustomed, but 
venerate a liturgy which has been almost 
universally admired,* and in the use of 
which pious persons of various ages and 
countriest have found so much delight; 
that they should desire their children to 
be brought up under the influence of the 
game spiritual advantages, and the neigh- 
bours whom they esteem, and the terri- 
tory of their abode to enjoy like opportu- 
nities of religious instruction, incitement, 
and satisfaction, are, it is conceived, no 
More than is natural, and we may add 
commendable. We ask, then, our friends 
at home and abroad, whether they will 
not encourage these sentiments, and assist 
us to continue in our common faith. We 
ask those “in green pastures and beside 
the waters of comfort,” to think of their 
brethren far from their native place, and 
the friends of their youth, and in addition 
separated from the Church of their affec- 
tions and their vows, from its Sabbaths, 
its sacraments, its sympathies, its minis- 
ters, its ineffable consolations, and its soul 
enlivening hopes. We ask them to enable 
us, though absent in body, to be with them 
in spirit on the Lord’s day, close by the 
sacred altar, pouring out a common offer- 
ing, in the same words, to our one Father 
and Redeemer. We ask their assistance 
that we and they, as far as circumstances 
permit, may take sweet counsel together, 
and walk to the house of God in company 
—and we know, and are persuaded, that 
such an appeal to good feeling and solid 
Christian principle, will not, cannot be in 
vain. 

The delightful climate of St. Augustine, 
and its reputation for health founded on a 
just basis, the porous nature of the soil, 
and its contiguity to the ocean and the 
guifstream; a reputation which cannot be 





* Robert Hall, the celebrated Baptist preach- 
er, says, “ Though a Protestant dissenter, I 
cannot be insensible to the merits of the liturgy. 
I believe that the evangelical purity of its 
sentiments, the chatttnallter-ver of its devotion, 
and the majestic simplicity of its language have 
combined to place it in the very first rank of 
unmspired compositions.” Dr. Clarke, the ve 
learned Methodist minister, says, it is “a wor 
almost universally esteemed by the devout and 
pious of every denomination, and the greatest 
effort of the Refermation next to the translation 
of the Scriptures into the English language ” 
Again, it is “a work which all who are acquaint- 
ed with it deem superior to every thing of the 
kind produced either in ancient or modern 
times.” 

. t The Liturgy has been translated into La- 

tin, Greek, French, and the language of the 

NortAh-merican Indians; and it is believed 

also, in part, into some of the Asiatic languages. 
Vou. IX, 


Congregation at St. Augustine. 


‘and perhaps a college. 
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rendered suspicious by the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the sickly summer of 1821* 
—a reputation unrivalled by any situation 
in the southern states, authorize the belief 
that it will be much resorted to by the 
wealthy at all seasons, by those who are 
seeking a heulthy summer residence, and 
by invalids as well from the north as from 
the south. Shall they come here and be 
debarred of their religious privileges? 
Shall the Christian in time of sickness be 
permitted to sigh in vain for the visits of 
his minister, and the consolation of the 
holy communion? 

A considerable proportion of the mem- 
bers of our Church here will probably be 
transient persons. To their spiritual wel- 
fare the pious and benevolent cannot be 
insensible. Indeed, among the changes of 
this mortal life, who can say that he, or 
some most dear to him, may not be called 
hither, and have reason to rejoice in those 
means of grace for the foundation of which 
his pious liberality has assisted to make 
provision? Perhaps this paper may fall 
into the hands of persons who, or whose 
friends, are indebted, under God, for the 
restoration of health and the prolongation 
of life to this balmy and cordial climate; 
and how can they express their pious 
gratitude more significantly than by con- 
tributing toerect a temple to the honour 
of the Lord of life, in which his children 
may assemble, to indulge in the joy of 
thankfulness, and to testify their affection 
towards their divine benefactor for all his 
goodness towards them and to all man- 
kind, through our blessed Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

The convenient position of St. Aufus- 
tine in relation to the West Indies, and to 
a large tract of the United States, con- 
nected with its remarkable salubrity, jus- 
tifies the expectation that it will at no 
distant period, be the seat of academies, 
As the members 
of the Episcopal Church are numerous in 
the Atlantic portions of the Carolinas and 
Georgia, it is probable that many of the 
youth will be of that denomination, and it 
is both natural and reasonable that their 
parents should wish them to have the 
opportunity of attending on the worship 
of their own Church. 

There are several Episcopalians, and 
probably many who would become such, 
scattered through East Florida. On Ame- 
lia Island there are said to be about two 
hundred white persons, besides a large 
number of slaves. At Jacksonville, 40 
miles from St. Augustine, it is thought a 
congregation of one hundred persons could. 
now be collected. 





* In 1821, there was an unusual accumulation 
of morbid matter in the city, and a crowded 
population, consisting of many person entire 
strangers to a warm climate 
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To the south of St. Augustine there are 
two or three smallsettlements. At Talla- 
hassee, the capital of the Territory, a con- 
siderable village may be expected, and 
the neighbouring conntry being rich will 
soon have a large population. 

At Alachua there are already about two 
hundred and eighty whites, and one hun- 
dred and forty persons of colour, residing 
within 10 miles of each other. 

The services of a Church at St. Augus- 
tine would occasionally be attended by 
persons from the country, and its minister 
might sometimes visit different places. 
He should at every session of the Legis- 
lative Council hold service at the capital. 
He might be very useful as the medium of 
distributing Bibles, Prayer Books, and 
religious tracts, and of inviting the atten- 
tion of Missionary Societies to destitute 
places, as well as of encouraging pious 
youth to devote themselves to the work of 
the ministry. 

The number of Indians in this Territory 
is computed with their slaves to be about 
2500.* The greater part of these will be 
located at a distance of about 100 miles 
from St. Augustine. In the treaty with 
the Indians, our government has made 
provision for a school with a stipend of 
$ 500 per annum. 

The clergyman at St. Augustine would 
naturally be interested for the spiritual 
welfare of the Indians, and in the mea- 
sures for civilizing and christianizing 
them, he would of course be a useful co- 
adjutor. 

In newly settled places, where the inha- 
bitants are from various states, and of 
course have various opinions and customs 
—the value of religious institutions, as a 
means of promoting concord and good 
will—of encouraging correct moral senti- 
ments and good habits, and thus aiding 
the civil power, cannot but be appreciated 
by the reflecting and enlightened. Upon 
the considerations now stated, it has not 
been deemed necessary'to dwell. They 
have been merely suggested with the view 
of inviting the public mind to a subject of 
importance, without any intention of dic- 


tating to a discerning and generous liber- 
ality. 


(CF Donations in money or in land, in 
aid of the congregation of Protestant 
Episcopalians at St. Augustine, will be 
thankfully received by the publishers of 
the Christian Journal, New-York, or by 


either of us, to whom letters may be ad- 
dressed by mail. 


GEORGE GIRBS, Church 
WATERS SMITH, § Wardens. 


St. Augustine, January, 1825. 





* Todians 2120. Slaves 380. 


For the Christian Journal. 


REVIEW. 


The Church Perfect and Entire; a 
Sermon, by the Rev. F. H. Cuming, 
Rector of St. Luke’s Church, Ro- 
chester. Canandaigua. 1825. 8vo. 
pp- 34. 


In a society constituted and situated 
as is the American Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, a general and intimate ac- 
quaintance with its principles and pre- 
tensions is not only desireable, but ne- 
cessary. Attaching, as its members do, 
great importance to the possession of a 
valid ministry, it is of the highest con- 
sequence that the claims of their own 
to apostolical succession, should be sa- 
tisfactorily made out. Professing re- 
gard to the church, as established by 
Christ and his apostles, it is necessary 
that the pretensions of their church to 
primitive purity of doctrine and dis- 
cipline should be proved, in order to 
escape the guilt of schism and disregard 
to the institutions of the Saviour, which 
would otherwise attach to them. 

For these reasons we would consider 
the occasional representation of the dis- 
tinguishing features of our church, as 
well for the information of its members, 
as for the consideration of those who 
withhold from it their approbation, an 
important part of the duty of its clergy. 
It is requisite to maintain in their flocks 
a proper spirit of thankfulness for the 
privileges they enjoy—to furnish them 
with a plea for their profession—and 
to remove from them the aspersions 
which are so profusely and illiberally 
bestowed by members of other deno- 
minations. Such are the objects pro- 
posed by the author of the sermon be- 
fore us. ‘To use his own words:— 
“ The discourse itself aims at being 
nothing more than a plain illustration 
of some of the principles and usages of 
our venerable church.” —“ I wish you 
tu see that our church has claims to 
your attachment—that the objections 
which are made to our mode of wor- 
ship can be met, and proved to be 
groundless. I wish to see you well in- 
formed in every thing relating to the 
church, and to ‘ be ready always to give 
an answer to every man that asketh 
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you a reason’ of your attachment to the 
church.”— Dedication to the Members 
of St. Luke’s Parish, p. 2. 

With such pretensions, the sermon 
scarcely presents a fair subject of cri- 
ticism. Nevertheless, our wish to ex- 
press our approbation of the sentiments 
it contains, and our desire to contribute 
to a general dissemination of informa- 
tion respecting the distinctive principles 
of our church, induce us to offer a few 
remarks. The text, (or, rather, motto, 
for the author acknowledges, p 5, that 
in its original connexion it “ has no re- 
ference to the church,”) as it respects 
the general nature of the subject, is ap- 
posite. We must object, however, to 
its application to any human institu- 
tions to the extent to which it is carried 
by our author. That our church, as re- 
gards its divinely instituted ministry, its 
administrations of the sacraments, and 
its fundamental doctrines, is “ perfect, 
entire, and wanting nothing,” we rea- 
dily and gladly allow. Nay, more 
than this, it is our opinion that in all its 
doctrine, discipline, and government, 
it is more perfect than any other Chris- 
tian society now existing. But that its 
rites and ceremonies, its offices and 
liturgy, in all the unimportant particu- 
lars noticed in this sermon, are abso- 
lutely “ perfect, entire, and wanting 
nothing,” is more than we can concede. 
Much of this part of our discipline has 
an unavoidable reference to particular 
circumstances, and might, with pro- 
priety. be changed, in a change of cir- 
cumstances. 

The sermon, we are informed, (p. 2,) 
was originally delivered upon two dis- 
tinct occasions. This accounts for an 
inaccuracy in the division, which, at 
first sight, struck us pretty forcibly. 
The division is as follows :—the farms 
and ceremonies of the church are con- 
sidered first; next, its method of in- 
struction ; then, its doctrines and minis- 
try ; and, lastly, the liturgy, consider- 
ed as a manual of devotion. To the 
first article, one-fifth of the whole ser- 
mon is devoted, while the more import- 
ant subjects of doctrine and ministry 
are hurried over in a comparatively 
small compass. In a sermon on the 
perfection of the church, we would only 
have considered its doctrine, its mtnis- 


123 


iry, and its liturgy. At any rate, the 
ceremonies and method of instruction 
ought to have had the least prominent 
station in the discourse. ‘The author 
has evidently been led into the contrary 
course by having treated of the two 
first heads in a single discourse, to 
which the others were afterwards sub- 
joined... 

Of the spirit in which the whole ser- 
mon is written, we cannot speak too 
well. With an ardent attachment to 
his own church, the author preserves 
throughout a tender respect for the feel- 
ings ef others, which is deserving of 
high commendation. In praising the 
principles and institutions of our church, 
he evidently utters the feelings of his 
heart, and frequently does it with an 
energy and freedom, which must com- 
municate something of his own impres- 
sions to his hearers or readers. 

The remarks on the customs and ce- 
remonies of the church are ingenious 
and judicious. Vindicating our posture 
during prayer, the author observes, that 
“ independent [independently] of the 
obvious propriety of such a posture 
during such an act, we find the practice 
sanctioned, and recommended, I had 
almost said commanded, by the highest 
authority that can be named. In what 
posture were Solomon and Ezra, Da- 
vid and Daniel, Peter and Paul? in 
what posture was the adorable Saviour 
seen praying? it waskneeling.” (p 7.) 

On that admirable hymn, the Te 
Deum, he has the following remarks :— 
“ Morbid indeed must be the sensibi- 
lity of that person, who listens not with 
pleasure, who feels ne elation of soul, 
when that hymn in the morning ser- 
vice, our incomparable * Te Deum,’ is 
recited. Never was penned any human 
composition which seemed to breathe a 
more heavenly spirit. Never was any 
human composition clothed in more 
heavenly language. Indeed, we do it in- 
justice, to call it a human composition. 
No small portion of it-is in the very lan- 
guage of Scripture. Yea, you have in 


it the very words, which the immortal 
seraphim use, when, approaching ‘ the 
Father, of an infinite majesty, his adora- 
ble, true, and only Son, also the Holy 
Ghost, the Comforter,’ they worship 
the blessed Trinity, saying, ‘Holy, 
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Holy, Holy, Lorp Gop of Hosts.’ ” 
(p. 8 } 

We would merely notice, as a slight 
blemish, the frequent recurrence of the 
interrogative form of speech, throwing 
a sameness over the texture of the 
whole discourse. 

The remarks on the course of in- 
struction adopted by our church, which 
is one of the peculiar excellences of her 
form of service, and is soremarkably 
adapted thoroughly to furnish her mem- 
bers with the principles of Christian 
faith and practice, are interesting and 
instructive. Far from considering, with 
the bigotted Mosheim,* our particular 
commemoration of the apostles as a su- 
perstitious corruption, our author re- 
gards it as an incitement to an imita- 
tion of their holy lives and exemplary 
conduct. A slight inaccuracy may be 
noticed in the enumeration of “ the 
other most eminent saints of the primi- 
tive church,” among the persons thus 
noticed by our church. The apostles 
Paal and Barnabas, with the protomar- 
tyr Stephen, are the only Christian 
saints, beside the twelve apostles, com- 
memorated in our liturgy. 

The only defect in that part of the 
sermon which is devoted to the consi- 
deration of the doctrines of our church, 
is its brevity. Ut has been her peculiar 
misfortune to be persecuted and reviled 
for doctrines which she does not hold, 
and practices in her members which 
she does not allow. Her adversaries 
have created the blemish in theiy own 
jmagination, and then severely and con- 
tumeliously condemned the body to 
which they have assigned it. From 
such reproach our church is best vindi- 
cated by a calm and perspicuous state- 
ment of her doctrine. In this, as in 
every other particular, she “ requires 
only to be known and impartially ex- 
amined, to cause her to be admired.” 

Such a statement our author has 
viven, aud perverse must be the judg- 
ment that can condemn them as thus 
taid down! 

In his account of the ministry of our 
‘hurch, Mr. Cuming is peculiarly ex- 
vellent. Its nature, its succession, and 
its distinction into three separate or- 
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ders, aré luculently displayed, and ably 
vindicated. 

Theexcellence of that yenerable com- 
position, which monopolizes the praise 
and admiration of all who are acquaint- 
ed with it, our Liturgy, is set forth at 
some length, and with convincing plain- 
ness. The whole sermon, and this por- 
tion in particular, deserves the attentive 
perusal of those who would be informed 
of the practical influence of our church. 
The nature of the subject must interest 
every churchman, and we venture to 
assert, that the manner of treatment 
will not lessen that interest. 

We cannot conclude better than with 
the concluding paragraph of the dis- 
course. 


* Finally, my brethren, bless God that 
you belong to a churgh, whose moderation 
and liberality are commended by all but 
the narrow minded sectarian, and the ene- 
mies of al! religion; whose mode of wor- 
ship is distinguished for order, beauty, 
and solemnity; whose ministers derive 
their authority to dispense the sacraments 
from a source of unquestionable purity ; 
whose doctrines are all the doctrines of 
the Bible, and none other; a church 
which is founded upon the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being her 
chief corner stone. And O, forget not, I 
beseech you, that though your church be 
thus ‘ perfect and entire, wanting nothing,’ 
her members constantly increasing, not- 
withstanding all the efforts that are made 
to prevent ler prosperity, it can avail you 
nothing if you be deficient in evangelical 
purity, love, and piety; if you be only al- 
most, and not altugether, Christians. Be 
it, then, your constant endeavour, by God’s 
help, to ‘let your conversation be such as 
becometh godliness.’ Labour to adorn and 
recommend the church by holiness of life. 
Pray ever to the ‘ Lord of all power and 
might, to graft in your souls the love of his 
name, and increase in you true religion.’ 
* Hold fast’ your ‘form of sound words’ 
Follow, as far as the infirmity of your na- 
ture will allow you, the footsteps of our 
adorable Redeemer. ‘ Walk as he walked ;” 
und, * perfect and entire, wanting nothing,’ 
will you be hailed on that day, when the 
wicked ‘shall go away into everlasting 
punishment,’ and the righteous, clothed 
in white robes, with palms in their hands, 
and a crown of glory sparkling on their 
heads, shall stand on Mount Zion, in the 
temple of the living God, ascribing unto 
the Father, Son, und Holy Ghost, all 
might, majesty, power, and dominion, for 
ever and ever.” 

R. 
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For the Christian Journal. 
The Dairyman’s Daughter. 

No means are perhaps more efficacious in 
the promotion of virtuous and religious senti- 
ment than the diffusion of choice tracts. These 
little messengers of truth operate like charms, 
and impreeeptibly insinuate themselves into the 
hearts of every description of persons. Of the 
verity of this assertion, daily experienee fur- 
nishes abundant testimony. The excellent tract 
of The Dairyman’s Daughter has furnished 
frequent instances of the kind; and the fellow- 
ing incident, which is stated to have occurred 
in Alabama some four or five years ago, and 
the account of which we have copied from a 
recent paper, may be adduced as another, and 
not the least interesting one.—Such effects will 
not fail to stimulate the exertions of those who 
are already engaged in tract societies, and must 
prompt others to connect themselves with these 
laudable institutions. 

As I was travelling alone, after hav- 
ing borne the fatigues of along day’s 
journey, in which I had scarcely seen 
one human countenance, I reached, late 
in the evening, a small log cabin in the 
midst of a lonely forest, which was oc- 
cupied by a poor man, his wife, two or 
three females almost grown up, and 
some boys and girls of smaller size. 
There was no alternative, here I must 
stay, or camp inthe forest. The good 
man kindly received me for the night, 
and the countenance of his wife and 
family bade we welcome. After. par- 
taking of a coarse but kind repast, we 
were all seated around a good fire, 
which, by the assistance of a pine knot, 
lighted the whole cottage. I surveyed 
the scene around me. Allseemed clean, 
ignorant, innocent, neat. ‘There was 
not a book in the cabin of any descrip- 
tion. I cast my eyes upon a board 
which served as a shelf; I saw some- 
thing in the form of a pamphlet. I 
took it down and found it to be a copy 
of the tract entitled the “ Dairyman’s 
Daughter.” I asked if I should read 
it aloud, which was granted. I pro- 
ceeded:—before I had advanced far, 
the good woman dropped her needle, 
the girls their knitting, and all were 
solemnly attentive. In a few minutes, 
they all, at the same instant, drew up 
around me, some at the back of my 
chair, some at one side and some at 
the other; and when I had finished, 


every soul in the cottage was in tears, 
and the good woman and one of the 
girls were sobbing aloud ; and the for- 
mer ran up to me, seized the little pam- 
phlet, pressed it to her bosom, and 
exclaimed, * Oh, did I ever think that 
this little book contained such glorious 
things! 1 would not take a world for 


 it!? 


Upon inquiry, I found that no mem- 
ber of the family could read, and the 
tract had been left there by some per- 
son, unknown to the family, and had 
not been deemed by them of any ac- 
count whatever until that moment, as 
they knew nothing of its contents. 

I have heard some pulpit eloquence, 
but never did I see the hearts of all 
present so completely prostrated as 
were those of this little family, at list- 
ening with attention to that fine tract, 
the “ Dairyman’s Daughter.” 








For the Christian Journal. 


WE extract from a recent European 
publication the following instance of 
reverence in worship ina Mahomedan, 
as a good lesson to professors of every 
religious denomination. 


The Religion of Mahomet. 


A striking circumstanee occurred 
during my residence at the court of 
Morocco in the year 1811. The sul- 
tan Mulai Soliman, conformably to his 
usual practice, visited the public mos- 
que of Sair Yousif on a certain Friday, 
but being a little after time, the area of 
the mosque was crowded with worship- 
pers to the very portico. 

It happened also that the congrega- 
tion were in the act of adoration, (in a 
prostrate posture) and the sultan could 
barely find room for the cerempny 
squeezing his body amidst a motly 
group, who occupied the threshold, and 
that with great inconvenience, for his 
head, in lieu of touching the ground, 
repeatedly came in contact with the 
heels of a slave, who occupied the space 
before him. This man finding himself 
molested, left off the devotion to in- 
quire into the oceasion of it, but in- 
stantly recognizing the features of the 
sovereign, he started upon his feet, and 
would have retired on one side, had he 
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not been restrained by the forcible 
grasp with which the sultan held his 
hayk, and again dragged him involun- 
tarily into the posture he had quitted.— 
When prayers were over, Mulai Soli- 
man desired the attendance of the 
slave’s master, whom he reprimanded 
for not inculcating into the mind of the 
vassal a true knowledge of the “ law of 
God.” To the slave he said, “ mark 
these words, which have a relation in 
common to the class you belong to:— 
on the throne—in the palace—in the 
city, or in the field, you shall know me 
for the sovereign commander of the 
faithful, by day or night; but in the 
mosque, or at devotions, you shall 
know me as what | am—neither shall 
you know your own master ; for, before 
God, the prince and the slave are equal, 
and must meet judgment according to 
their several actions without distinction 
of rank.” 


Account of a Suttee. 


From the same publication we ex- 
tract the following account of a Suttee, 
contained in a letter dated from near 
Serempore, Feb. 4th, 1824. 

Noticing a crowd of natives proceed- 
ing in the same direction, I inquired 
the cause, and was informed that a 
certain sircar having died, his two wives 
proposed to be burned with his body. 
I joined them, and on arriving at the 
place where the sacrifice was to take 
place, I found a great number of peo- 
ple assembled, the pile prepared, and 
the two women engaged in worship- 
ping, for the last time, the sacred Gan- 
ges. They were surrounded by their 
relations, and seemed ¢o entertain no 
apprehensions of their approaching fate, 
nor wag any feeling testified by their 
friends who were near them. When 
they left the river, myself and a friend 
by whom I was-accompanied, inquired 
of them whether they were about thus 
to immolate themselves of their own 
free will, to which they replied in the 
affirmative. The elder of the women 
was fifty, the younger about forty years 
of age. The cry of “ Hurree Bol” 
commenced, they calmly ascended the 
pile, and taking an adieu of their friends, 
they laid themselves, the one on the 


one side, and the other on the other 
of their departed husband, and were 
quickly enveloped in flames. No ap- 
pearance of force or undue persuasion 
existed, intoxicating drugs were not 
employed, nor were the bamboo levers 
used to keep them down on the pile, 
and in a few moments they died with- 
out a struggle. After this the ery of 
“* Hurree Bol’ became louder, the im- 
mediate relations seemed to exult in 
the deed which they had just perform- 


ed, and I, perfectly horrified, left the 
scene. 


—_——= 





Proclamation of the Viceroy of Canton. 


A singular proclamation, issued by the 
Foo-yuen, or Sub-Viceroy of Canton, Dec. 
28, 1822, translated by Dr Morrison, ex- 
hibits the character of his Excellency 
Ching in a very flattering light. The 
objects of this proclamation are stated in 
eight words : Encourage industry, estab- 
lish education, praise virtue, repress vice. 
The proclamation is introduced by the fol- 
lowing declaration -—“ Ancient rulers (says 
the Foo-yuen) thought that if one man was 
unreciaimed, it must be some fault in the 
ruler. ‘I commenced life (adds he) asa 
Che-heen magistrate, and in Canton pro- 
vince I served twenty years. I was remov- 
ed to Shan-tung and to Honan; and nowI 
am placed here in the situation of Foo- 
yuen, bearing also the office of Censor- 
general, General Adviser of his Imperial 
Majesty, and a Captain empowered to call 
forth the army of Canton. Music and wo- 
men, goods and gains, revelry and avarice, 
have no charms for me. My only, constant, 
unremitted, heedful, anxious desire( which 
I dare not decline to cherish) is, that I 
may look on national affairs as if they 
were my domestic affairs, and the affairs 
of the poor people as if they were my own 
personal affairs,’ ” 


Hard Steel cut by soft Iron. 


The cutting of hard steel by means of 
soft iron, formed into a round thin flat 
plate, and mounted on a lathe spindle, has 
been the subject of experiment by M. M. 
Darrier and Calldon, who found, that with 
a less velocity than thirty-four feet and a 
halt per second, given to the circumfer- 
ence of the soft iron plate, the same had 
no action on hard steel ; from which point, 
as the velocity increased, the action com- 
menced and increased, until, with seventy 
feet velocity, the steel was most rapidly 
worn away, without the iron being affect- 
ed; from which, and several other expe- 
riments, they conclude, that the force of 
percussion of the whirling iron displaces 
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and tears off the articles of steel, (as hap- 
pens in striking alight with a flint and 
steel,) and that this effect, so useful in 
sawing hard steel plate to any required 
shape, or in sawing out slits in it, is not 
occasioned by the softening of the steel, 
as some had supposed. With velocities 
from 130 to 100 feet per second, they 
found the soft iron edge to act rapidly on 
a rock crystal presented to it, and on 


agate, but the cut surfaces of these were ~ 


too uneven and rough to promise any ad- 
vantage to the lapidary from this mode of 
acting. 
Diamonds. 

The largest diamond in the world is the 

reat diamond of Portugal. It was found 
in Brazil, is yet in its rough state, and 
weighs 1680 carats. Some persons sup- 
pose it to be only colourless topaz. The 
largest undoubted diamond belongs to the 
Great Mogul; it weighs 280 carats. The 
next is the Brazilian diamond, belonging 
to the King of Portugal, weighing 215 ca- 
rats. An oriental diamond, formerly be- 
longing to a Persian Sultan, now in pos- 
session of the Emperor of Russia, has not 
the least flaw or fault, and weighs 193 ca- 
rats. It was bought by Catharine for 
90,0007. in cash, | an annuity of 4000/. 
($ 17,760.) It is about the size ofa large 
pigeon’s head. The next is the celebrated 
Regent diamond, called also the Pitt dia- 
mond, (after the gentleman who brought 
it from India.) It was bought for 100,000/. 
and remains in the crown jewels of France. 
In the crown jewels of France are 42 
diamonds, worth, at a low computation, 
¥ 6,500,000 ! 

Admeasurement of Dew. 

The depth of water produced by dew, 
at Vivieres, in the department of Ardeche, 
in France, during the year 1823, has been 
carefully ascertained by M. Flaugergues. 
On 125 mornings appreciable quantities of 
dew fell, which nevertheless amounted to 
only ‘242 French inches, or the 1-152: 5th 
part of the depth of rain which fell there 
(on 132 days) during the year, and amount- 
ed to 36-90 inches. The least depth of 
dew in March was ‘059 of a line, and the 
greatest in October 749 of a line: the few- 
est dewy mornings were, two in January, 
and the most, nineteen in October. 

Ordinations. 

An ordination was held in Charleston, 
South-Carolina, on Sunday the 6th of Feb. 
1825, when the Right Rev. Bishop Bowen 
admitted to the holy order of deacons, Mr. 
Philip Gadsden and Mr. Edward Thomas, 
both recently of the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Epis. Church. 
The sermon was preached by the Rev. A. 
Gibbes, assistant minister of St. Philip’s 
ehurck, Charleston. 


Miscellaneous Articles. 127 


On Sunday morning the 27th of Febru- 
ary, 1825, in Christ church, Philedelphia, 
the Rev.Robert Davis, missionary at Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania, was admitted to the 
holy order of priests by the Right Rey. 
Wm. White, D. D. bishop of the diocese. 
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For the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. Editors, 

In preparing the following hymn, adapted to 
the case of missions to the western parts of our 
country, the leading thought has been borrowed 
from the 137th Psalm; and use has been made 
of several lines of the version of that psalm in 
the Prayer Book. If you deem it worthy of a 
place in the Christian Journal, please insert it, 
and oblige yours very respectfully, 

Americus. 
A MISSIONARY HYMN. 


Far in our western solitudes, 

By gloomy lake, by lonely stream, 
On desert plain, in desert Woods, 

They mourn; and Zion is their theme— 
* Zion, ales, is far away, 

** And far its beauteous tow’ ring spires ; 
** No temple cheers our solemn day, 

“ No altar burns with hallow’d fires: 


“ Our harps, that once with joy we strung, 
“When Zion heard their symphonies, 
* Neglected, tuneless, long have hung, 
*In silence, on the silent trees: 
** Ah, how shall Zion’s aliens sing, 
** Or touch their harps with cheerful hands > 
“ Shall anthems to the holy King 
** Be sung in yet unhallow’d lands ?”— 
O God of Salem’s happy seat, 
Its shrines and altars still extend, 
Till they adorn and consecrate 
Our desert to its utmost end. 
The desert then shall smile and bloom; 
And aliens, to thy realm restor’d, 
Shall wake their harps, their hymns resume, 
To praise, with us, our common Lord. 











Calendar Notices for May, 1825. 

1. Fourth Sunday after Easter. St Phi- 
lip and St. James, the Apostles. 

8. Fifth Sunday after Easter. Rogation 


Sunday. 
9. 
10.% Rogation Days. 
11. 


12. TheAscension of our LordJesusChrist. 
15. Sunday afteg Ascension-Day. 

22. Whit-Sunday. 

23. Monday in Whitsun-Week. 

24. Tuesday in Whitsun-Week. 

25. 

27 % Ember Days. 

28. 

29. Trinity Sunday. 


Ecclesiastical Meetings in May, 1825. 
10. Pennsylv.Convention, at Philadelphia. 
19. Virginia Convention, at Richmond. 
25. New-Jersey Convention, at Perth Am- 

boy. 
31. Rhode-Island Convention. 
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Obituary. 

We have heard indirectly of the decease, 
a few weeks since, of the Rev. Patto Sarr. 
ron, one of the oldest presbyters of the 
diocese of Connecticut. We would be gra- 
tified to be enabled, by the favour of some 
of our friends to whom he was better 
known, to insert in our next number, an 
obituary notice of this venerable and truly 
excellent servant of the altar. We believe 
that he received his ministerial commis- 
sion at the first ordination ever held in 
our Church. — 


We cheerfully comply with the request 
of a friend, in giving place to the following 
brief notice, from a Connecticut paper, of 

MISS BETSEY CHURCH, 
who died at Norwalk, Connecticut, on the 
Sth of October last, aged 54. 

“It will be no unmeaning panegyrick 
to say, that in the death of this truly ex- 
cellent woman our community in general, 
and the church of which she was a mem- 
ber in particular, have suffered a loss 
which we cannot expect soon to have re- 
paired. As a christian and a philanthro- 
pist, if she had any equals, she certainly 
had no superiors. In her life was seen a 
practical illustration of the great chris- 
tian virtues, faith, hope, charity; while in 
her death was witnessed the glorious tri- 
umph of these virtues over the king of 
terrors. Imbibing deeply the spirit of her 
Lord and Master, she, in humble imitation 
of him, went about literally doing good. 
Like him also, her benevolence was in a 
special manner directed to the poor and 
needy: these she had always with her, be- 
cause she was with them. Duly sensible 
of the uncertainty of life, she constantly 
viewed death as near and certain. She 
therefore carefully watched his approach, 
and when he came slie met him without 
fear, for she was ready.» Let all be admo- 
nished, if they would die in peace, to be 
also ready. Let all be exhorted, if they 
would enter into rest, to go and do like- 
wise.” 











List of New Publicatians. 

History of the Church of England from 
the earliest Periods to the present Time, 
being principally an ridgement of 
Grant’s. By the Rev. Edward Rutledge, 
A. M. Rector of St. Thomas’s Charch, 
South-Carolina. 

Historical Notices of St. John’s Church, 
Elizabeth-Town, New-Jersey. Contained 
in a Discourse delivered in said church, 
November 2lst, 1824. By John C. Rudd, 
D. D. Rector of the same. 

The Church Perfect and Entire; a Ser- 
mon. By the Rev. F. H. Cuming, Rector 
of St. Luke’s Church, Rochester. 

Bickersteth’s Treatise on the Lord’s 
Supper; adapted to the Services of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
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Statés. With an Introduction, Notes, and 
an Essay. ByGregoryT.Bedell,A.M.Rector 
of St. Andrew’s Church, Philadelphia. 

Remarks on Washington College, and 
on the “‘ Considerations” suggested by its 
Establishment. 


From the Press of T.& J Swords, 

The State of the Departed, set forth in 
a Funeral Address, delivered at the Inter- 
ment of the Right Kev. Benjamin Moore, 
D. D. Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of New-York, and Rec- 
tor of Trinity Church, in the city of New- 
York, on Friday, the first day of March, 
1816, in Trinity Church, in the city of 
New-York; and a Dissertation on the same 
Subject. By John Henry Hobart, D. D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the State of New-York. $d edition. 

Exercises on the Syntax of the Greek 
Language. By the Rev. William Nelson, 
D. D. Corrected and enlarged To which 
are subjoined, Exercises in Metaphrasis, 
Paraphrasis, Dialects, and Prosody: toge- 
ther with an Historical Sketch of the Dia- 
lects; the Doctrine of the Middle Yoice, 
with Explanatory Examples; a Statement 
of Opinions respecting the Greek Accents; 
and two Appendices, illustrative of the 
leading Principles of the Greek Syntax. 
By Charles Anthon, Adjunct Professor of 
Languages in ColumbiaCollege,New-York. 

A Plea for Religious Charity Schools. A 
Sermon, preached in Trinity Church, and 
St. Paul’s and St. John’s Chapels, New- 
York, for the Benefit of the New-¥ork 
Episcopal Charity School. By Benjamin 
T. Onderdonk, A. M. an Assistant Minis- 
ter of Trinity Church, New-York; and 
Professor of the Nature, Ministry, and 
Polity of the Church, in the General Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the United States. 

An Address, delivered before the Trus- 
tees, Professors, and Students of the Ge- 
neral Theological Seminary of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in the United States, 
on Occasion of the Opening of the said Se- 
minary after Vacation ; in Trinity Church, 
New-York, on the Evening of the Festival 
of All-Saints, Monday, November 1, 1824, 
By Benjamin T. Onderdonk, A.M. Professor 
of the Nature, Ministry, and Polity of the 
Church; and an Assistant Minister of Tri- 
nity Church, New-York. 


In Press—By T. & J. Swords. 

Village Sermons on the Chief Articles 
of Faith, &c. on the Christian Character, 
and on some of the relative Duties. 
the Rev. Edward Berens, M. A. late Fel: 
low of Oriel College. 

The Constitution and Canons of the Pros 
testant Episcopal Church of the United 
States, as set forth, altered, and amended, 
from the organization of said Church, in 
1789, to the close of the General Conven- 
tion, in 1823. 
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